
Victoria's National Parks. 
A history and their future

Australian Alps Walking Track in the Alpine National Park. Photo: Peter Conroy



Acknowledgement of Country
We acknowledge the many First Peoples of the area 

now known as Victoria and honor their continuing connection to 

and caring for Country.

The Victorians for Nature Alliance supports Traditional Owner 

Joint & co-management of parks and public land for conservation 

of natural and cultural heritage.





Victoria’s National
parks and protected 

areas



National 
parks & 
conservation 
reserves

Before 1952



Saving the Little 
Desert  

‘development’ vs 
‘conservation’

In response to state government 
plans to clear most of the Little 

Desert for agriculture in 1968 a long 
and hard-fought campaign to protect 
the area was launched by locals, bird 
watchers and committee known as 

the Save our Bushland Action 
Committee. 

Little Desert in on Wotjobaluk 
Country 6

By JJ Harrison - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=146332899



For the first time, preservation of the 
natural environment became an 
important political issue in Victorian 
politics.

-1969National Park expanded and again 
in 1980s to roughly 132,000 hectares

- 1971 Land Conservation Council 
(Now Victorian Environment 
Assessment Council-VEAC) founded by 
Bill Borthwick MP to protect land 

“As if for a thousand years…”
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National 
parks & 
conservation 
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National 
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1992-2012



2002: Marine National 
Parks & Sanctuaries

5% of state waters

National 
parks & 
conservation 
reserves

1992-2012





National Parks 
& Conservation 
Reserves

• Approx. 4 million hectares

• Approx. 18-20% of the state

• Approx. 45% of public land

• 5% of state waters



Types of 
parks & 
conservation 
areas

National Parks Act 1975

• National Parks

• Wilderness Areas

• Remote Natural Areas

• State Parks

• Marine National Parks

• Coastal Parks

• Some regional parks

• Landscape Conservation Areas



• Preserve and protect the park in its natural condition for the
use, enjoyment and education of the public.

• Preserve and protect indigenous flora and fauna in the park.

• Exterminate or control exotic fauna in the park. Eradicate or 
control exotic flora in the park.

• Preserve and protect wilderness areas in the park and 
features in the park of scenic, archaeological, ecological, 
geological, historic or other scientific interest.

• Prepare a plan of management in respect of each national 
park and state park.

National 
Parks Act 
1975



Long 
standing 
national 
policy



Current 
national 
policies



• Signatory for 30x30: protection &
management of 30% of world’s 
terrestrial, inland water, coastal & 
marine areas by 2030

• Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity 
Framework,an international 
commitment to better protect the 
planet that sustains us all.

Global & 
national

Australia and 
Victoria

Over 190
countries
(Dec 2022)

Context and opportunities



Enviro 
ministers 
meeting
21 Oct 2022

All environment ministers agreed to:

• Protect and conserve 30% of 
Australia's landmass and 30% of marine 
areas by 2030.

• Establish a national nature repair 
market…



Brush-tailed Phascogale



Grevillea montis-cole -             
Mount Cole grevillea







as at May 2025



Central west investigation

Pyrenees

Mt Cole

Wellsford

Wombat



This includes 3 new National Parks:
- Wombat-Lerderderg National Park, (near Daylesford) 44,000ha
-Mount Buangor National Park (near Beaufort) 5,282ha
-Pyrenees National Park (near Avoca).15,000ha

2 new Conservation Parks:
-Cobaw Conservation Parks (Near Woodend)
-Hepburn Conservation Park (Near Dalesford)
Totalling 5,246ha

The legislation also adds land to Bendigo Regional Park around the Wellsford 
forest and extends the Wimmera Heritage River around Mt Cole near Ararat 
and commits the government to a new Conservation Park in Mirboo North in 
South Gippsland.





Next steps for Central West National Parks and 
reserves

• Gazetting of legislated parks

• Management Plan process to 
ensure parks are managed to 
National Parks Act standards

• Legislating and Gazetting of 
smaller reserves committed to 
by government. Possibly in 
new Public Land Act

• Secure funding for new parks 
for extra rangers, new signage, 
upgrading walking tracks and 
roads, Management Plans



• Option 1 Basic Upgrade: The Benefit 
Cost Ratio (BCR) of 4.8:1 above shows 

that for every $1 invested there is a 
potential return of $4.80 at the societal 

level. 

• Option 2 Basic Upgrade + Indigenous 
Joint Management: The Benefit Cost 
Ratio (BCR) of 3.2:1 shows that for 

every $1 invested there is a potential 
return of $3.20 at the societal level 

• Option 3 Optimised Implementation: 
The Benefit Cost Ratio (BCR) of 2.3:1 

shows that for every $1 invested there 
is a potential return of $2.30 at the 

societal level.



What’s next? 

-We need to set the park up 
properly from the start, a park 
implementation funding package 
to fix roads, create tracks, control 
pests and employ new park 
rangers 

-Gazette and protect the 18 
bushland and nature conservation 
reserves as part of the Central 
west investigation. This will add 
7,076ha to the protected areas 
estate. 



Nature and National Parks

Protection over politics



Oct 2024

Central 
Highlands report 
completed 
(appointed 
2021)

New National 
Park 
recommended 
by VEAC

Great Outdoors
Taskforce 
created

May 2023

Promise to 
“deliver largest 
expansion to 
our public 
forests reserve 
system in our 
state’s history"

Jan 2024

Panel to 
recommend 
“areas of our 
forests that 
qualify for 
protection as 
National Parks"

End of native 
forest logging

April 
2024

Promise 
repeated 
by current 
Environment 
Minister

Nov 2024

Commitment 
to new parks 
in the east 
dropped



Jacinta Allans attack on 
Nature and National Parks

• Put Parks Victoria through a 
review despite having high 
approval rating and cut staff 
numbers

• Legalised illegally created track 
network in Chiltern Mount-Pilot 
National Park, announced via 
Twitter



Photo: Justin Cally

• Abandoned Plans to create a Great Forest National 
Park in Central Highlands

• Threw out commitment to “deliver the largest expansion 
to the states forest reserve system in the State History”





Long-nosed Potoroo (Leo/flickr)

Ignored and 
kneecapped “Great 
Outdoors Taskforce” 
from assessing post 
logging Gippsland 

public lands



• Abolished the Victorian Environmental Assessment 
Council (VEAC)

• Abolished Victorian Marine and Coastal Council

• Sacked 33 Wildlife Officers from the Office of the 
Conservation Regulator

• Sacked 39 Fisheries Officers 
• Sacked 350 staff from DEECA

• Wildlife Act reforms not being taken including 
protection of feral deer and independent regulator 

• Logging of fuel breaks and storm hit areas 
including within National Parks

https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/live/2024/oct/31/greens-unlimited-mental-health-sessions-medicare-report-schools-roads-politics-labor-coalition-anthony-albanese-peter-dutton-qld-vic-nsw-climate-economy
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/live/2024/oct/31/greens-unlimited-mental-health-sessions-medicare-report-schools-roads-politics-labor-coalition-anthony-albanese-peter-dutton-qld-vic-nsw-climate-economy
https://cpsuvic.org/article/view.php?id=835


Approved by Minister for Planning 
Sonya Kilkenny February 2026
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He forgot he was also the 
Environment Minister 





Victoria's State Forest By-Products 
Framework

-Was released 2 weeks ago

-Being managed by Forest Fire Management Victoria 
(FFMV) 

-Numerous ecological concerns removal of logs on the 
ground used by wildlife such as Tuan/brush tailed 
phascogale, echidna, fungi and lyrebirds to name a few

-No oversight due to being done under fire management 
loop hole



Wurundjeri, Wadawurrung, Dja Dja Wurrung Country

Photo 1 . Daleysford 2025 (Pile still there)  Photo 2. Wombat Forest (Silver queen Coupe) 2024
More info here- https://wombatforestcare.org.au/index.php/category/issues-campaigns/logging/

https://wombatforestcare.org.au/index.php/category/issues-campaigns/logging/


Wurundjeri Country – Dandenong Ranges National 
Park

2024 Silvan Water catchment 



2026 done a month ago





Parks Vic cuts • Funding less than 
0.5% of state 
budget 

• $94 million in cuts 
forecast.

• More cuts possible 

• Huge loss of 
experienced staff 



”I will never put a padlock on 
our public forest, It’s not who I 
am and it’s not what I believe.
Premier Jacinta Allan, August 2024

Where does new Premier Ben Carroll stand on 
conservation? 

Ask him - ben.carroll@parliament.vic.gov.au



Errinundra National Park (Robert Eime)

Why is a proud history of environmental 
stewardship by Labor being smashed?



Blue collar union alliance





Mt Feathertop (Ed Dunens)



Public polling





National parks in Victoria receive significantly more visitors 
than state forests, with over 54 million visits annually to state 
and national parks compared to approximately 16 million 
visits to state forests

Victoria’s National Parks network provides an annual economic 
benefit of around $1.5 billion. This value comes from various 
services, including tourism, water filtration, and health 
benefits, which also support approximately 14,000 jobs in the 
state economy.



•Water Supply & Filtration: Parks contain over one million 
hectares of water catchments, and the value of the natural 
water filtration services they provide is estimated at $83 
million per year.

•Health Benefits: Physical activity in parks is estimated to save 
between $80 million and $200 million per year in avoided 
healthcare costs for Victorians.

• Coastal Protection: Natural coastal habitats within parks, 
such as mangroves, saltmarsh, and dunes, help absorb wave 
energy and prevent storm damage, flood, and erosion costs, 
with an avoided cost value estimated at $24–$56 million per 
year.



Sign up and become a member today


