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1. Climate Cafe 2026 
 

At last Thursday's Climate 

Cafe we heard from Kelly 

Albion from 350 

Australia. Kelly talked to us 

about the Make Big Polluters 

Pay campaign. She described 

what this campaign could 

look like for Nillumbik, and how we can engage our local council to advocate for a Climate 

Compensation Fund funded by a Climate Pollution Levy on big polluters. The campaign 

adopts a polluter pays approach, based on the principle that if you make a mess, you should 

clean it up.  Local councils are often in the front line of mopping up following climate disasters 

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.w6N0cdmT5xVpUqcfdOYxH1jv8qdYzUIbqeeDptQWovF8kDcFuFrOfQQYbEv3DJVfH8-Qp0zDVpbIXageFo8nvFxiw548eWAlWpbTE2ho2ygRlyWllzKpjjxNMSL9Fgf1P64nqgdMHLS_-0cNpTYRxMYEqu8hyvjegLl_zji7p5Tl5H2yHXAW_s0c9GUsEch63FNPJA1TS_HiAhii1R-1HXOJ1hWXAdpnEgl5jjT_n61HYGPac2wZ_RZr5Q9RRFPf87V1OhWkyQ4CjV4SXLHO_hdSKkPEdpTdTwI2keXk8R4/4pe/ZskTSxCgQt-9sZKCYIIAzQ/h0/h001.sOjQbqLcI-KNhPBKEs8n7ZuBgFPbodDlwQF_cHaXMA8
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.w6N0cdmT5xVpUqcfdOYxH1jv8qdYzUIbqeeDptQWovF8kDcFuFrOfQQYbEv3DJVfH8-Qp0zDVpbIXageFo8nvFxiw548eWAlWpbTE2ho2ygRlyWllzKpjjxNMSL9Fgf1P64nqgdMHLS_-0cNpTYRxMYEqu8hyvjegLl_zji7p5Tl5H2yHXAW_s0c9GUsEch63FNPJA1TS_HiAhii1R-1HXOJ1hWXAdpnEgl5jjT_n61HYGPac2wZ_RZr5Q9RRFPf87V1OhWkyQ4CjV4SXLHO_hdSKkPEdpTdTwI2keXk8R4/4pe/ZskTSxCgQt-9sZKCYIIAzQ/h0/h001.sOjQbqLcI-KNhPBKEs8n7ZuBgFPbodDlwQF_cHaXMA8
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMVDYWY7bkB_oSSz10YHlknhiP6cl3abouPeWdCPG4UTUo_iyMK3zCzPjiLRkbfFSKwYjAB9s5hCVvr0J7XhZZJIOGJuWpesy5Rwl0YzTI-SglKUd3gadrHRjVYFD1btx928lkkFPsCt_D8QeIUZ649a_81V9ibqt2ZNrEINeEHSCdq3zRxUTjc8r3LbOijTzibt-hM6p9A4Fh4ESsfyUC7ZNq9kjq7fvy_wOAz5LRpzSVEme-pBRl9psfVhYIU7aUFZYM_mRlYKBwthDdhw4VV0/4pe/ZskTSxCgQt-9sZKCYIIAzQ/h1/h001.gg8HH1XU4R4sJ--0AuEqrWvNqn0V8U2ohssbEHhVHRk
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMVDYWY7bkB_oSSz10YHlknhiP6cl3abouPeWdCPG4UTUo_iyMK3zCzPjiLRkbfFSKwYjAB9s5hCVvr0J7XhZZJIOGJuWpesy5Rwl0YzTI-SglKUd3gadrHRjVYFD1btx928lkkFPsCt_D8QeIUZ649a_81V9ibqt2ZNrEINeEHSCdq3zRxUTjc8r3LbOijTzibt-hM6p9A4Fh4ESsfyUC7ZNq9kjq7fvy_wOAz5LRpzSVEme-pBRl9psfVhYIU7aUFZYM_mRlYKBwthDdhw4VV0/4pe/ZskTSxCgQt-9sZKCYIIAzQ/h1/h001.gg8HH1XU4R4sJ--0AuEqrWvNqn0V8U2ohssbEHhVHRk


such as fires and floods, while the big polluters who are responsible for the disasters pay very 

little tax.  

  

A summary of Kelly's presentation can be found here. 

  

NCAT is looking for volunteers who would like to help out with this campaign, which will start 

with a petition and a community survey. If you are interested in becoming involved in this 

campaign in Nillumbik, please contact Mitzi Tuke at tukemitzi@gmail.com to be added to 

the campaign mailing list. You will then be contacted with further details of how you can 

support this campaign in your local community. 

  

Our April climate cafe will be on the topic of Sustainable House Day, and will be presented by 

Melinda Miles from Clean Energy Nillumbik. Sustainable House Day, to be held on 17 May 2026, 

invites Australians into real houses to see what sustainability looks like in practice.  

  

The program until June 2026 is as follows:  

 

April 30: Sustainable House Day - Melinda Miles, Clean Energy Nillumbik 

May 28: Innovative Housing - Teresa Dominik, Brougham St Co-housing Devt.  

June 25: Planetary Justice - Dr Rachel Busbridge, Environmental Sociologist 

  

Where: Platform 3095 Cafe, 965 Main Rd, Eltham 

When: 7:30pm last Thursday of the month February to November 

As always, you are welcome to join us earlier for a meal from 6:00pm onwards if you can,  

or come at 7:30pm for the speaker event. 

nillumbikclimateactionteam.org/ncat-climate-cafe/ 

 

…………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………………… 

2. March for the Forests 
 
NCAT members Mitzi Tuke and Elizabeth Doig at the March for the 

Forests on 22 March. Photo: Karena Goldfinch 

 

It was a spectacular turnout for the forests 

recently at the March for the Forests in 

Naarm, Melbourne. Native forests are at threat 

across Australia from logging, thinning and 

unscientific fire management practices. The 

nationwide event, organised by The Bob 

Brown Foundation, saw thousands around 

Australia marching in towns and cities to 

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.qUXRBnqZ7T8nxbpAcIVwoUsWLkUMWlo_0JmZttSlm3-gABf-HsnbEYPITLzY9g-rdz7XZrWmXAnAZNTQobY2uDLXNykfd6ZJwBwj5SXw_XtQSd6pmgR5nUVpf359oKYFe3I2NFXDQ_4bHc4SN7-NfEKHoluP1NUiF87d8J715v7JKEE_hibFZl4hZZKJTNpbnqQSrnzJ37iivj_VgaKyLQXVZFsiWgMCM43R9XEoCNSgD-nwAo7wBP1h-89Ph3AuDq7GbUxNLAJoW__xc345EJcMU3UWhbg9MAqHVZvlWuvBeYAt9CtuaikByCf79K_NYjMVWz0j_lTgEBoJ80jPhDtdlKSY1h0tBGoyB_HFfycAqf_3-pBS-XqJQXgCg0Jv/4pe/ZskTSxCgQt-9sZKCYIIAzQ/h2/h001.yboa7NEfVuuXj35wz_vnF3RWD1uU4k4EE-6OqWVPBDo
mailto:tukemitzi@gmail.com
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.iIBo0N5fSFzEFL40Tn-vtftJfXG55u5vdafVsB7jwRwu5yv7oaITGv_KrWfiVHhS-1U1dREq0vR8KGNCxi12wcG2emydB67_wxPHKp-PdrTl6C2aZhazHpgBP-CYSXxV-p_AIWin7OkpaU8GOpMW42e171sFEuAgh8HERSIDS2Jo9IMrdSGDQs7eA9VHgX40SoXKCojadkVWl0s2aTCYyfPRHWxy5a_EBxtf6s8uzxETWlbDXTqyKL4HHsOQLK4aYN8z63Cukg7j6gmMbESORGEoNmUEKPZkF9gPbAPwd-Y/4pe/ZskTSxCgQt-9sZKCYIIAzQ/h3/h001.z8BQThP1oS_fZ48ytxKeZXfCRNAnooUiGzxY3V44ncM
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMXuX9Xw71I_qvnWovBPXk8Ywo23taqpZBhRmH9pBsrKJ_dO6u49DA27WFmb9xV_mGk98-GTTv_ku00yHGqFXdy9_mz4T356hMJPGOPY3I1IA8RtcqJ6wKNgeGP4fFoJ8PNntJNfwJ1Rl-iSH0iRFh5LeDT6MJZQWZ_v036-FF3Ex7k6MpbqOWNLiHMvdAGsenuMS-2IXc_NOSsJURukoRv6psk_fXpYGZfyjfEoS1VNr5aiDhL9TBs1N9AZpqF75UMfVYHLxtVP4rQW4U3Mbmeg/4pe/ZskTSxCgQt-9sZKCYIIAzQ/h4/h001.VCvGUeImtKLoYhELW_trqnl9qLlEgKIZuMgBYUCMGWY
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.nTQp_FEIcSHl649vCJCichftg_Hlqkd3LSBEcSwFFLLeYs9kGAlhpTYvGH4RuUalHQuctVDJP-kADhYxUwWse45bGjrClh_iC8u9Y7VK-Agik-nhdWDTY0Am8HoBuAS9AOw5DoUhGF7OAGofacwi4Onw345sbHhPLrROpcScbyD5lvVjS8le8M9BIfd4q9_oK96TbNGbteeIHL-vnMDVPsSSTdQqtYjU4QUvxahRxM7pi4QjTNmsEWHWSXkspCVnVC8fOjlgBeEdgugEf1m_ToCcFLaO4MoBKEU5rd7ttB7DSXy1fxn41aLnN5AUy_FlQKiQpHWFhrgEUDNmyVSt-10lrwRygN23-EJtDnnxspAyTl3j29lZHRVcFn7lhUcHyYdwcYm7KXn0MHPzAEC4scDimerifae01Qsd6_j8XfnlaUfLaP1eiiPxq49ryYOyU2wT2SG7rZwbpnJNGUeeB45u6X00Q8Ud7g-mXMTYaSpVxulhW9lB3bTT9AxJ71e7Q8q1PvQVMRBp0PSrWV4LOBEYXs_1E4MrOeQiM8K8PSmqY_ND1MChCeKypZB4V0KEcPLMjZhBnjgbNt3dcX2I7KKwvV5T6KL_VVny0cv9MaaVTnQz9POcoivNDIKEzK3V1LuOCOLdQHOZQLwRA4m-Hw/4pe/ZskTSxCgQt-9sZKCYIIAzQ/h5/h001.aW9QeP6DnMkwX_67zrQZWvSfVb4FmtKsqh3EzA9F_Ic


demand an urgent end to native forest logging. The protection of native forests is vital for 

climate, wildlife and our shared future.  

 

Speakers included Curtin University Adjunct Associate Professor and fire behaviour scientist Dr 

Phil Zylstra, and Kinglake Friends of the Forest forest campaigner Rosemary Storey.  Dr Zylstra 

quoted Khalil Gibran, 'Trees are poems the earth writes upon the sky.' He referred to outdated 

and non-evidence-based forest practices such as so-called 'hazard-reduction' burning, the 

repeated use of which was causing forests to become more flammable. He stressed the need to 

allow forests to reduce fire risk naturally by permitting them to grow to maturity. Rosemary 

outlined the many government environmental services that have suffered funding 

cuts recently, demonstrating the government's failure to prioritise protection and 

conservation, and putting forests at ever greater risk of degradation and destruction. 

 

…………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………………… 

3. Closing the logging loopholes 
 

The Wilderness Society (TWS) is currently spearheading a campaign, in conjunction with other 

environment and climate groups, to ensure that Victoria’s forests are permanently protected 

from damaging logging and other extractive activities. 

 

While native forest logging in many parts of Victoria officially ended on 1 January 2024, 

the legislation currently does not reflect this change. This means that a government in the 

future could restart industrial logging of native forests. 

 

As part of this coordinated campaign, NCAT is currently in the process of setting up a meeting 

with state Eltham MP, Vicki Ward, to discuss with her the necessity to close the logging 

loopholes in Victorian legislation. A new Public Land Act is currently being drafted, so this is a 

good opportunity to urge the Victorian government to fully protect Victoria’s forests through 

legislation.  

 

The campaign is seeking commitments from the Victorian government to: 

1. Permanently Protect All State Forests 

2. Exclude Extraction from Healthy Forest Plans 

3. Close Legislative Loopholes 

4. Review Forest Fire Management Victoria (FFMV) 

5. Repeal Redundant Pulpwood Agreement 

6. Close the Private Land Logging Loophole. 

 

In short, we are advocating for permanent legislative protection for Victoria’s state 

forests that will prevent industrial logging from ever returning, ensure ecological oversight of 

forest management, and close private land logging loopholes. 

 

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.mohcMWigGtDpp7Zj47amQsEgwvZN9VNB-v53LNmWUS_1Lm8tmFSxjlejLZGvhr8YqkI0jLwec9OlCujeutY9j7Uk0XvqJCJiHX1n6I_fF91mZXxFhVvo8hydGsd0jFXmIHhovW33XS1_r97suGziOsOYr6dGyx7XEOCi0anGI_pjK40Wh2L-3sC1qnOfp6PK0AMjGQEufXWV_iiUfvFU3HeNkX0SQlse1cumiEFKurX9bkb910-agYkiDbVTXM9HFD1Z6vNr1kLlEmgX7AIurCMPTxHzV5GSqI06337D2jo/4pe/ZskTSxCgQt-9sZKCYIIAzQ/h6/h001.SixJq143blIRSNLHrQFLJiaFBaqXZbK86C0XdFxSUqg


Click here to sign the letter to your local MP to close logging loopholes and permanently 

protect Victoria's state forests.  

 

…………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………………… 

 

4. Some more actions for the forests 

 
 An endangered greater glider. Photo: Justin Calley 
 

In addition to signing the letter to your 

state MP to close logging loopholes  

(see 3. above), Kinglake Friends of the 

Forest are urging people to send in a 

submission to the state Inquiry into 

Victoria's 2026 Summer Fires, due on 19 

April 2026.  

 

This inquiry is a major opportunity to put 

lived experience, evidence and real 

solutions on the public record.  

Please take this opportunity to offer calm, evidence-based responses to this important inquiry, 

to help break through the strident voices that will call for more planned burns and more 'fuel 

breaks' through already struggling forests.  

 

KFF have prepared some useful submission guidelines which can be found here.  

Click here to read an article, Fire in the Bully, which describes an insidious, macho, anti-national 

parks culture that is threatening forests and forest campaigners alike. If you can't access the 

article because of the paywall, enter your email address (you can get one article a month). 

 

…………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………………… 

5. Taxation could be the answer! 

 

 

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMVPJIehh4UMWb4Pn36SL5VMeeI1sN7yfT6EYDTnhVswgigvLJKAlAAAwZaC64VAZZsBU-sUWUBxDHU2gXJpTEyJWupCvJwhViP2arZl0_-GwzmxgJ2WK3rmOmuq-xHfp9ZZXMQspM-lLz86mMC20zK7M2ZQDtPiio-qt7vf7_1kvfetjK9HkO2SVq5GpKyEJ1IbiTWtCohrNuZP6X-ByRRfM4KblMEYod2sIqp9iMEoiAr38Cud14xccIbGCk-Vv8FPP4JFtYDIXdd0rws44a_sUwMEza6M5ezdbEeqT8NZXQNhMlMNPhbcoNKydkLywXDK3cTFNm8Di04K6Bzmhvm08gqwHzpxFy78FibxAMirJjOAtmia7xFYfl5XYXGts67doKJ2ZtHUGdgdG5EXO3AKIMD5fbj7_9kAInCuGPBPu/4pe/ZskTSxCgQt-9sZKCYIIAzQ/h7/h001.cDuHu7pan9yU4kfvrH8Lb8qYX2EAH3POs3FtzgtX0KI
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMfqw-Ss6wnAhR_YfyN72POg_Gn_YarDNnE3KorJUL5SUcAo6IAWqb_sisCDGVj_J7z_UJvXCTya2R2mQUHrG6ErvgoArf3nfOBbzvMxPpYchb7poX3Q9zS4-Xf2sJfHFlcOTIplgske3iW15QxivJrbvAEgpqzlkaAIiMLFN8PHCin6Zev92eyd4PCHlcgGTEhj8ltCc44GvysnHhggaAxo-tpaDbv3G8ol37h0UL3dxAW42SxJCcIoKzTUB0kGkXp-2mdiWHKKcU6-qALqrckNaBwAiD28JHyoiN8Fl70F0/4pe/ZskTSxCgQt-9sZKCYIIAzQ/h8/h001.AAVtaW2-KdtS56fMmDxL3UVmqiy1lB0iSMgaQBbF1DQ
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMfqw-Ss6wnAhR_YfyN72POg_Gn_YarDNnE3KorJUL5SUcAo6IAWqb_sisCDGVj_J7z_UJvXCTya2R2mQUHrG6ErvgoArf3nfOBbzvMxPpYchb7poX3Q9zS4-Xf2sJfHFlcOTIplgske3iW15QxivJrbvAEgpqzlkaAIiMLFN8PHCin6Zev92eyd4PCHlcgGTEhj8ltCc44GvysnHhggaAxo-tpaDbv3G8ol37h0UL3dxAW42SxJCcIoKzTUB0kGkXp-2mdiWHKKcU6-qALqrckNaBwAiD28JHyoiN8Fl70F0/4pe/ZskTSxCgQt-9sZKCYIIAzQ/h8/h001.AAVtaW2-KdtS56fMmDxL3UVmqiy1lB0iSMgaQBbF1DQ
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.qUXRBnqZ7T8nxbpAcIVwoUsWLkUMWlo_0JmZttSlm3-gABf-HsnbEYPITLzY9g-rDvn-t0QrppEr_4Q-MeqICeOTwVycaOH9MPWrWsEyI_WlrpDuF4t_DThGL1oAdyFuLUVa1ipIray-GDlk9qBeS7YT-0etDRP08zpvtSYdHWB5h57xKT2uSqeEqaeAFr2alQvUffpoG-SbJz7SDpnW_uSE2xs-yB2cinEIQxVizoqG_AEjY97BaOiHY-oBZSaRQjXW3Y7teVz6Qq2v7PwqxwsylYuu6HIcPQSgVeejATH7JWmwddDI50VheuamDroqXCR9n7l-xEM91GknRhfgaHpj_7G1GNf6o8Jn1YxHtMP5weSmnSZSKEUCGTubvnB5S3YmOsVMmCd37JZaCRu7q6MqREXoYV0Brg6HRvj78VgYz8IXJN_nq7wpvIVU5TYp/4pe/ZskTSxCgQt-9sZKCYIIAzQ/h9/h001.dtLWnvsBWgK2shqLo-s0XvxZTpQ9tca9sb3OeKaRZ4E
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMd0rfQ9TQKehZ92YhdnCCeBT2wIH8nnfnBWhyyV3r0MSGnNaQN4QtdnHZXkp1vdBwQe4Q_9Hwiltrb1EssK0flTSO6xq9OufNGCQCLweIk0E2Cf3q35FHwe9381nogXojJczkDVlXpTTX5icubgauq2JbaPnVYVIHiVHTsevLkV-lr18z8xWNVjCdUWCqohfSbuvlbs8sUxf3fCktoUspTgoiYtsRNi_kPmtL5PqWmK1N5lcSxry_-FON6H_yhM4Mgg56n0EWsPencAJf4eZNNZLQCGKD9WkAZaV93AZf8edPEfNURPcqM9Aq4qoyBF0kw/4pe/ZskTSxCgQt-9sZKCYIIAzQ/h10/h001.0NbknuPI-yBdXrKJRBbb6n-rBpDVR7tYyyt2nigLn88
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMd0rfQ9TQKehZ92YhdnCCeBT2wIH8nnfnBWhyyV3r0MSGnNaQN4QtdnHZXkp1vdBwQe4Q_9Hwiltrb1EssK0flQH1Dpf_B-d-aZGPfFKwQfUHjzWK1gP039GjrlLf4KIyW7cJDJCPof4icxHrwN4gANE-ohYnfR3eSAJDxJ9chP50SDlys-NRrB8_N5_GRMXGCd72nRQWpg2SopIlOUsJyRG_BTEuxlVmrLuUId_y7BcQXjmUs5wG93JY1qNvMI9e10IVIMcHvkS-0NtJD_d214p2ctTwVmn81L06REvoi_TJUkXR_CwXI21aYViFK7r1w/4pe/ZskTSxCgQt-9sZKCYIIAzQ/h11/h001.TbqaRGtpfQ-BQ1_fCI26g-DfBOWlz9oVkO_wBe6YenY


There are a number of campaigns and initiatives ramping up at the moment on the topic 

of taxation as a means to shift the dial towards greater climate and living standards justice. 

Pressure is building to call the big fossil fuel corporations, tech-bros and billionaires to account 

for their role in environmental and climate catastrophes, and humanitarian inequities.  

 

And this movement is not just confined to Australia. Globally, just twelve billionaires hold 

more wealth than half of humanity combined—and they’re using it to undermine democracy. 

California is at present debating a first-of-its-kind wealth tax that could finally rein in billionaires. 

If it passes there, it will set a precedent for the entire world. 

 

1. The War Profits/Gas Exports Tax call-out is a cross-movement call (ACF, ACTU, ACOSS, 

CANA, Australia Institute, Oxfam) for the Albanese government to implement a 25% tax 

on gas export revenue as multinational corporations bank massive profits driven by 

global instability and war. This tax could be immediately directed to providing cost-of-

living relief and long-term energy security for Australian households and businesses. 

Importantly in these divisive times, it has cross-party support in the community (see graph 

above). 

 

Click here to send a letter to Anthony Albanese calling for a 25% tax to end big gas greed. 

Also here to sign an Australia Institute petition to support a 25% tax on all Australian gas 

exports. 

 

2. We recently heard from Kelly Albion about the Make Big Polluters Pay campaign  

(see 1. Climate Cafe above) calling for the creation of a Climate Compensation 

Fund financed by levying big fossil fuel corporations to pay for the climate damage  

they are contributing to through their emissions. This tax will target coal, 

oil and gas corporations, and is expected to raise $47 billion a year.  

 

NCAT is throwing its weight behind this campaign, which will begin by seeking community 

support via a petition and community survey. This campaign, by emphasising cost of living 

and fairness issues over climate, has a chance to reach a wide spectrum of the community, 

and we are looking for help from our supporters to reach as many people in the community as 

we can.  

 

If you are interested in becoming involved in this campaign in Nillumbik, please contact 

Mitzi Tuke at tukemitzi@gmail.com to be added to the campaign mailing list. You will then 

be contacted with further details of how you can support this campaign in your local community. 

 

In the meantime, please click here to sign the petition to make big polluters pay for their climate 

damage. 

 

For anyone who is confused about the difference between these two very similar-sounding 

campaigns, Google AI has this to say:  

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.qUXRBnqZ7T8nxbpAcIVwoYRBsmUSushfI1wy9Xmnd47Va2AIXpudvbfZXpQYplCxS7fXuxsqS33HQEQiP9EQHhglhP5NrTdXUnRtLHK86AfakQSpKSSIY32Bw10s0b9HwjZ4-QptPOcAGqF9gzvw1q8zKjVQW5l6KjoLRBLxj_QmPsfrbqzrRAqecqO3acPcrnzDyKK4Wc7Nb5byVIRGYN2bsOozsMqjH5FWUiAmssGDHgfx55YuidyGzmPCpxozygI47I_xXFLiTTrzrAKgzCHUq3BusDwAGaPNH0dMsImc6mM0VS2OwV_EpvOnQ8BI/4pe/ZskTSxCgQt-9sZKCYIIAzQ/h12/h001.Enj4wU_fChRo8HM8LZZTNCGwlSbKtK7AaRQWDXlXOxc
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"The 25% tax on gas export revenues and the Make Big Polluters Pay campaign are distinct 

yet complementary initiatives aimed at increasing the financial obligations of fossil fuel 

companies in Australia. The primary difference is that the 25% tax is a specific economic policy 

proposal aimed at revenue collection, while the Make Big Polluters Pay campaign is a broader 

advocacy campaign focused on climate justice and accountability for environmental damage." 

 

3. With a state election on the way, a Tax Wealth not Work campaign has been launched to 

build on the work of economist Gary Stevenson (AKA 'the people's economist'). This campaign 

hopes to tackle the interwoven crises of rising wealth disparity, ecological collapse and resurgent 

far-right politics. They plan to do this through calling for a tax on wealth, not income, i.e wealth 

accumulated through financial assets, immovable property and financial transactions. A 

campaign that targets billionaires and not salaried workers.  

 

Click here to view the campaign launch webinar. 

Click here to sign up for campaign updates and to become involved. 

 

Help keep the momentum going on these important campaigns! 

 

…………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………………… 

6. How local councils can champion the fossil fuel treaty 
 

NCAT's Mitzi Tuke recently organised a Climate Action Network Australia (CANA) Brown Bag 

Lunch to provide information to CANA members on how climate groups can advocate to their 

local councils to pass a motion of support for the Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty (FFNPT). 

The treaty aims to provide a global roadmap for the just transition to phase out fossil fuels. 

This BBL session was proposed following the successful endorsement of the motion to 

support a FFNPT by Nillumbik Council in 2025.  

 

A range of speakers spoke about their respective experiences with the Treaty initiative. Michael 

Poland, Campaign Director of the FFNPT, set the Treaty initiative in the global context and 

outlined its campaign trajectory in the lead-up to the Santa Marta Conference on transitioning 

away from fossil fuels, to be held in Columbia in April 2026. Mitzi Tuke laid out the steps 

that she and Nillumbik Climate Action Team took in approaching Nillumbik Council to make a 

case for a motion of support for a FFNPT. Cr Kate McKay, Deputy Mayor of Nillumbik Council, 

who took on the task of garnering support within the council prior to moving the motion, shared 

first-hand insights into how decisions are made inside council, and how she successfully secured 

endorsement. 

 

This example of successful endorsement of support for the FFNPI at a local council level 

provides inspiration for other climate and environment groups to attempt similar advocacy to 

their own councils. In the case of Nillumbik, while the goal of the motion (to support a just 

transition to the global phase-out of fossil fuels) aligned with the stated objectives of Nillumbik 

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMYxEeZlMcpvGH3FjqM4t0C3V_CmevxsNI2KZgq6yE2qIoeYF7kgdkzwo2AqMz_bttxfFfJQ3aE4DqJ5N5TinIxvAmjh0zC_1WS61dssM6SjN0ch7Xm8r4rDdFjJ1qKEzR43biEXLwh6e6TUXFF6MG53xGpxsYVIuy9WyOVRyz5D-6vhiyp6KX4AXFH6fmAZiDypy3YkzhX0nBPOjJGg98Yt9GqEbPU4zJbusDVQ2qD5DcT4_JkASgQ8dDjEX3asdBDJG53lt3IBR3xUwfIRMiuU/4pe/ZskTSxCgQt-9sZKCYIIAzQ/h17/h001.Ba2wjDJXixHweGgjcPH-_pJo1uiwqrXdVA4XhRv5uFI
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMVZiCw9e1CjoAxuXDVyOgvAhV30DzSA9guiOeq_s8FRDLiJzKEnHkdu0KXgE1M8s0CXQOMAaWjNtFdnjTHndAg61JDluXqTLHAebCTnWPW2dkUfx49G5KRADGzRQilWMDavn7E1uQUUA9TvMQBHwU9QaM3Lq7NznbiEK25xr0k4mwDpXTyiGHJadKUhjCUU7cHz3rLycHKOUqYcibYkuLYmIEvUusQC9-AQNHodvYlTOn5JnmIn9jEOgK1oahKISeSLMARHq7R1AhiMb0Gw9_k2wzH33PJwJG-cpthR8v-P7/4pe/ZskTSxCgQt-9sZKCYIIAzQ/h18/h001.Szzec4V1_YnrPGAJWRTjBNhtdLdCBfveqCAzJ5_xhK8
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.qUXRBnqZ7T8nxbpAcIVwoUsWLkUMWlo_0JmZttSlm38oDKMgln0iU5KrXJ7Y_fs-BngbVJv0HrIGZFFe2u4Lr_ocOiWP_8lLPX_ziUG1POwhZp1rdQmt4zAC3UC02MmskHn4aW0m_HwHD71-mnPyK7DowPjhLSpmNwV_U0G9qq9UnMSDAr1ZpGFt2K58rSYygiwicwV1sC4OKnYiXthw6LTcjlD-byiVzaay3nYd4KvVIX2CdwoYxWZPyqXyImC7w0lFcJ99___nw_kS0MgHW-sNhCNS69grzDVpno2q8wyYaSNFMgceSOYb4DyUNRA9/4pe/ZskTSxCgQt-9sZKCYIIAzQ/h19/h001.tGgidGw8HU9EoufQXALQ_KIh1qWwrdwl6IkYRcTufoI
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMemniUnTik09ITqT4L5D7A8BHVdUiaoQQW4HcHZKGzw-BOD_1nwCnANZMXBaTHXzCbmH2_WYQuFr_hdotCCT5KkWce79GS-dKnF-bD2mQ7Z4y698m9BlshjCOoSkWNIlXfNINX4scxw0ohZt0FwItg5B8aasTeMcYFjmeZScJ73Et6CjOj6UrIYeheUnu8cCpc9iP2NQipzPICeO1xNvpnPslkmq2mCe7Q818sfWsBvXDX3FSyIEAaBFEqjZ40QkjXmg9Cwc8bUtkkXpqzjmTks/4pe/ZskTSxCgQt-9sZKCYIIAzQ/h20/h001.8C95rmXwFe_ER2Sv-FxnOGbMyZl0r4afRGMQnx_Ulwo
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMVrvNwaJ-e3Y_qvd1qEqo3dOK545jHafY1fR2XFDDYvvPl3ks5mkBYe1nP8-U2ZnPR2XmWUeQ40WQD3X9t9Dl0FM8ITJqvvcn1r8oVK6AfHSVllquxMAoG10uWJ1pbhqTMVQnjQnUunsKKwvXds6awACww9m27can5xp3Cmja7Jmq2rRIGT5qHYCds7YvIE_X_n5123pLcBPfAZPxL4Btc8tYRIf6066uTEW4rRrVnsUd2eVhMdWnSwxeavj8AxKm8iqb_tMwMXPuO_L9EBNU6GeDOyFMTF-g429lNINUxuuYTYdO0thGMhmPoM86BYMlt5A_Uybc77cKIgQ_UVvccY/4pe/ZskTSxCgQt-9sZKCYIIAzQ/h21/h001.DfEKnWzUQnUPcanrgdwaXwHn94ISGHa0zsHmSgeQBLE
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMT4MqYNQzHFn05Smb7gfMwR8tj8iYUPAopXx4yU8WoH-TdoqGYaocz3AIFA8mEiBGSA_hF-1j80oc8pA5L4LSv9JYUUTTolS1TLoejplwZ58BsXQmBg3z6eOwC4vact9rDvPm3vXA7JkZkImrBPCqYfRzybAepsxSL1CirRTO54W-AxMkDAkNOQdgkOja07QSPUvKl0qDJlr-LsaFSnoAajHBqIArws2-dWyAsXjUMyhEZKwwX40b7AscK6AJMCDRq3E9KCW8LakVVVPXjDGcaSiCXAywoNjq0_I-vFCJ5Q8/4pe/ZskTSxCgQt-9sZKCYIIAzQ/h22/h001.jMkySY34wcaFJPJ7q0GsYVDwvjOJidE_IpnH6Y02NpQ


Council's 10 year Climate Action Plan, nevertheless a successful outcome was by no means 

assured.  

 

Resources were made available to other interested groups to kickstart their own campaign.  

 

…………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………………… 

 

7. Webinar: Rights of Rivers and an update from the Birrarung (Yarra) River 
 

 
 

In this webinar that was recorded at the Australian Earth Laws Alliance 2023 Rights of Nature 

Symposium, Erin O'Donnell from the Birrarung Council talks about the ground-breaking Yarra 

River Protection Act that recognises the Birrarung (Yarra) as the only river in Australian settler 

state law to be declared a single living and integrated entity. In Woiwurrung, the name of this 

act translates to 'Keep the Birrarung Alive'. She notes the imperative voice of this title - it is a call 

to action to everyone who lives along this river and to all who love it to keep it alive. 

  

The 50 year vision for the river is broken down into ten year strategic plans - the title of the first 

ten year strategic plan translates to  'What is good for the river, is good for us all'. She points 

out that this is not a trade-off between the environment and the economy - it is a reminder 

that if you care for the river you will care for the people.  

  

Click here to view the recording of the webinar. 

 

…………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………………… 
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8. 100% renewable electricity for Nillumbik Councils 

 
As of 1 January 2026, Nillumbik Council is now using 100% renewable energy for all electricity 

used at sites they own and operate.  

  

This cuts approximately 35% of emissions and is a huge step towards achieving their target of 

net-zero emissions by 2030. 

 

This is also part of a wider collaboration of 51 Victorian councils to cut emissions, in a project 

called the Victorian Energy Collaboration (VECO). 

  

To help further reduce Council and community emissions, over the next six months (as part of 

the Climate Action Plan) they will be: supporting tenanted sites to switch to green electricity; 

replacing the gas pool heating at the Diamond Creek Outdoor Pool with efficient electric heat 

pumps over the winter closure period; replacing Nillumbik’s remaining mercury vapour 

streetlights with LEDs; and running lots of energy efficiency and renewable energy community 

workshops, including free 1:1 advice sessions! 

 

This article is reprinted from the March Nillumbik Environment and Sustainability newsletter. 

 

…………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………………… 

 

9. Leisure centre ready for clean energy future 

 
Eltham Leisure Centre is taking a major step towards a cleaner, more energy efficient 

future. 

 

Thanks to a $2.5 million grant from the Federal Government’s Community Energy Upgrades 

Fund, matched by Council, the centre will soon replace its ageing gas boilers with modern 

electric heat pumps. 

 

This upgrade will deliver big benefits for our community by: 

• cutting carbon emissions by 33 per cent (around 631 tonnes every year) 

• enabling the centre to run on 100 per cent renewable energy 

• reducing long term heating costs, helping keep the facility affordable and sustainable for the 

future. 

 

With Eltham Leisure Centre Nillumbik's most used facility and highest energy user, this 

transition marks a major milestone in Council’s climate action efforts. 

 

Reprinted from Nillumbik News Autumn 2026 

 

…………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………  
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10. Quote of the Month 
 

“Even a wounded world is feeding us. Even a wounded world holds us, giving us moments of 

wonder and joy. I choose joy over despair. Not because I have my head in the sand, but because 

joy is what the earth gives me daily and I must return the gift.” 

― Robin Wall Kimmerer, Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge, 

and the Teachings of Plants 

 

…………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………………… 

 

11. Pulling water from...air? 

 

 
 
'What if you could pull water out of thin air? Thanks to an invention from Omar Yaghi, a U.C. 

Berkeley chemistry professor and Nobel laureate, this may soon be viable and affordable at 

scale. 

 

Yaghi has founded a company called Atoco, which is developing a new kind of Atmospheric 

Water Generator. This generator is the size of a 20 foot shipping container and uses reticular 

materials—ultra-porous structures that act like high-tech sponges—to capture invisible 

moisture from the air and release it as clean water. Powered by sunlight alone, these generators 

could produce up to 1,000 liters of fresh water a day, even in areas impacted by drought or 

natural disaster – and Atoco is also developing a form of carbon capture using the same 

materials.  

 

Affordable, scalable water generators could prove invaluable in a warming world. A U.N. 

report published in January minced no words about the precarious position billions find 

themselves in when it comes to water: “The planet has entered the Global Water Bankruptcy 

era,” the report stated plainly. “Nearly three-quarters of the world’s population lives in countries 

classified as water-insecure or critically water insecure. Around 2.2 billion people still lack 

safely managed drinking water, 3.5 billion lack safely managed sanitation, and about 4 billion 

experience severe water scarcity for at least one month a year.” For reference, that number 

represents half the people on the planet.'  
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This excerpt is reprinted from Katharine Hayhoe's Talking Climate blog. Click here to read the 

full article. 

…………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………………… 

 

12. Breakneck speed: Summer of climate whiplash 
 

The Climate Council has released a new report analysing our most recent summer and extreme 

weather impacts.  

 

The findings show record global levels of coal, oil and gas pollution are overtaking natural 

climate drivers like El Niño and La Niña, accelerating the “climate whiplash” phenomenon that 

flings communities rapidly from one kind of disaster to the next. 

 

The Otways in Victoria epitomised the 2025/26 summer of breakneck climate whiplash. Some 

residents of Wye River on Victoria’s Great Ocean Road evacuated under catastrophic fire 

danger warnings. A week later, the same community watched floodwaters carry cars out to sea 

after record-breaking rainfall. 

 

Click here to read the full report. 

 

…………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………………… 

 

13. Can democracy be reclaimed? 
 

"We live in an era of democratic decay. The symptoms are everywhere: politicians trading 

slogans while the planet burns, parliaments that debate the trivial and avoid the transformative, 

institutions that exist to ensure accountability yet lack the power to deliver it. The gap between 

the democratic promise and the democratic reality has become a chasm — and people 

know it.  

 

In Australia, the evidence is damning. The approaching climate catastrophe has evoked 

little more than palliatives. The country's stark and growing wealth divide has been met 

with studied silence. The failure of the Voice referendum and the unresolved, urgent work of 

reconciliation with the First Nations — Treaty, Truth Telling, the full weight of the Uluru 

Statement — have been swept aside. And the decision to commit this nation to the $368 billion 

AUKUS alliance was made without a full parliamentary debate, let alone a moment of genuine 

public consultation.  

 

Institutions designed to protect integrity, transparency and accountability in government 

are, all too often, paralysed. Freedom of information provisions are riddled with exclusions. 

Whistleblowers are prosecuted rather than protected. Lawyer Bernard Collaery endured years 

of legal torment for helping expose the fact that Australia had bugged East Timor's government 

offices to gain commercial advantage over one of the poorest nations on earth. Julian 

Assange spent years in limbo for performing what any genuine democracy should consider a 
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public service: holding power to account. These are not aberrations. They are the system 

working as it has come to work. 

 

...The time to act is now. Democracy’s future depends on our collective commitment to 

reclaim it — through education, engagement, and institutional change that places the initiative, 

and the oversight, firmly back in the hands of the people." 

 

This is an excerpt from Reclaiming Democracy - a discussion paper from Conversation at the 

Crossroads. To read the full paper, click here.  
 

To be part of the discussion on how to reclaim democracy, click here to book, and for further 

information on the Reclaiming Democracy Together national launch in Melbourne on 9 May 

2026. Early bird offer ends 11 April. 
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14. Friends Groups in Nillumbik - Friends of Macmahon Ball Paddock 

 
There are numerous “Friends of” groups in Nillumbik (and in other nearby municipalities) that 

look after the network of natural reserves throughout our area. We plan to introduce one group 

in each newsletter. This month’s  Friends group is Friends of Macmahon Ball Paddock located 

in a small nature reserve of approximately 0.3 hectares, at the eastern end of Bridge street, 

Eltham. 

 

History: The block was set aside as a reserve when the surrounding land was subdivided in 

1988. It was later named Macmahon Ball Paddock, after the previous owner, Professor William 

Macmahon Ball (‘Mac’), who moved to Eltham in 1942 and lived in York Street until shortly before 

his death in 1986.  Professor Macmahon Ball was the first professor of Political Science at 

Melbourne University, an ABC radio commentator, diplomat and well known local identity. A 

small group of residents, including Professor Macmahon Ball’s daughter, Jenny Ellis, formed a 

Friends Group in 1999 to help manage the reserve. 

 

Vegetation: Although the land was farmed in the earlier days of Eltham, when farming ceased, 

some indigenous species regenerated, especially the upper storey of Red Box (Eucalyptus 

polyanthemos). Remnant ground cover vegetation includes Chocolate Lilies Arthropodium 

strictum), Bulbine Lilies (Bulbine bulbosa), Dianella (Dianella revoluta), orchids (greenhoods and 

hyacinth orchids) and many native grasses. Since its formation, members of the Friends Group 

have planted understorey plants such as Gold Dust Wattle and wildflowers, to augment the 

existing species. They also spend time eradicating weeds. 

 

Aim:  To maintain the reserve with minimum disturbance, except for plantings, weed control, 

tidiness and safety.  Ultimately to return the vegetation to something resembling the original 

vegetation prior to European colonisation. 
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Working bees:  10.00 am - 12.00 noon every third Sunday.  The next one will be on the 12thApril 

2026.   

Like to join?  Or come along for a try out? Contact Convenor Jill Kellow at jnkellow@gmail.com 

 
…………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………………… 

 

13. NCAT membership   
 
We warmly invite you to become a member of Nillumbik Climate Action Team. Members and 

supporters participate in and help with various events, activities, and public actions according to ability 

and interest. If you would like to become more actively involved there is also the possibility of joining our 

monthly planning meetings.  

 

NCAT Membership is free. If you wish to become a member, please fill in the membership form and 

return to info@nillumbikclimateactionteam.org. 

 

…………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………………… 

 

15. Upcoming Events 
 

REthink Nillumbik 2026 program 

 

The REthink Nillumbik Program is a series of fun, interactive workshops designed to create a 

more sustainable and liveable Nillumbik. Sessions include a range of activities to help local 

residents reimagine our collective approach to energy and waste. 

REthink events are collaborative, hands-on, and can help people take small actions that can lead 

to serious, positive change. They include practical demonstrations, creative activities, and simple 

ideas for rethinking everyday choices and behaviours. 

Click here for more information about upcoming REthink Nillumbik events for 2026.  
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….. 

Sustainable House Day - The Nillumbik Trail, Sunday 17 May 10am-4pm 

Visit local homes for information and inspiration to make your home more sustainable. Various 

locations around Nillumbik. For more information, click here. 

….. 

Community video project 

Clean Energy Nillumbik is plotting to produce some fun community videos to share information 

on energy resilience. They would love to work with schools, clubs, sporting groups, community 

groups and others to get a range of community members and groups in the footage. Please 

send them an email if you're interested to secretary@cleanenergynillumbik.org.au. 

….. 

Edendale Community Environment Farm events calendar 

Click here to view the wide range of events on offer from Edendale Farm, including Waterwise 

wicking beds, Basic bike maintenance, Repair, restore and upcycle furniture, Edendale repair 

cafe, Food, fibre and medicine plants of the local area, and many more. 

….. 

Energy and Sustainable Living Advice 

Nillumbik Council offers a personalised advisory service for Nillumbik residents and 

businesses on how to navigate the confusing world of energy and sustainable living. 

Click here for more information. 

….. 

Repair Cafes in Nillumbik 

Get your household items repaired for free by a team of volunteers. The aim is to help you fix 

things, learn new skills, and keep waste out of landfill. Edendale repair cafe is held at Edendale 

Farm on the third Saturday of every month.  For more information click here. 

 

…………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………………… 
 

Support us 
 

Nillumbik Climate Action Team (NCAT) is a small volunteer organisation. 

We rely on donations to support our work.  

Thank you to everyone who has donated to date.  

We couldn't do it without you! 

 

If you are able to support us, even in a small way, we'd be very grateful. 

 

DONATE to NCAT 
…………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………………… 
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