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1. Welcome to 2025 

Welcome, newsletter readers, to our first newsletter for 2025. I hope you have all had a 

chance to rest, regroup and recharge over the summer, and are now ready to roll your sleeves 

up for some robust climate engagement this year. 

  

You may have noticed some changes in our newsletter format. We have moved to a new 

bulk mailout platform, Action Network. We hope you will find this new format easier to read 

and navigate.  

  
 

 
  



2. Climate Cafe 2025 

  

This year, we are looking forward to bringing you speakers on a diverse range of climate and 

environment issues. 
  
Our first climate cafe for the year, on Thursday 27 February, will be on the topic of Housing and 

Development in Nillumbik: climate change implications with Anne Nielsen from Eltham Community 
Action Group (ECAG). Anne's presentation will delve into an update on the Nillumbik Shire Council's 
Draft Housing Strategy 2024 and the State Government's housing target for Nillumbik. She will 

examine examples of proposed developments in Eltham with reference to medium density housing with 
virtually no garden space, McMansions that fill up most of the site they are built on, and the resulting 

implications for the creation of urban heat islands, loss of tree canopy and natural habitat, and 

exacerbating the effects of climate change and reducing comfort levels for those who occupy such 
developments. 
  

The program for the following few months is as follows: 

• March 27  
Rebuilding Democracy to Solve the Climate Crisis  

- Sonia Rhandawa (Sortition Foundation) 
• April 24  

Active Transport, Urban Planning and Sustainability 

- David Collis 
• May 29  

Biodiversity Sensitive Urban Design  

- Sarah Bekessy (RMIT) 

Where: Platform 3095 Cafe, 965 Main Rd, Eltham 

When: 7:30pm last Thursday of the month February to November 

  
As always, you are welcome to join us earlier for a meal from 6pm onwards if you can, or come at 7.30pm 
for the speaker event. nillumbikclimateactionteam.org/ncat-climate-cafe/  

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.nTQp_FEIcSHl649vCJCichftg_Hlqkd3LSBEcSwFFLLeYs9kGAlhpTYvGH4RuUalHQuctVDJP-kADhYxUwWse45bGjrClh_iC8u9Y7VK-AhFWWZxMg6BjIBEhGNa44-ecrTZy85QAUnAfcBtzLlAZfF-xFe2LK0QqvFrw-XDwXONen0i5ULIay7RFXlerprtit8hh7LWHQBwTL2ZtPUgYrVvZcVre7zU_QyvPVBFldZ7YXs2WhcftMZZXqFEoYvW0PPwC4hHBL00EIcA-rL0P5ouEoqHqAWQb21iIG2IITmdTLS2Bf8SKKiHtdReFrAiwh-DxmTH9AvwyIsGPLGYVg/4dr/b1EmcqWrSTuXMbOeDJXGFw/h0/h001.6u6p12h8wVNyfGdE1bHwrDogVhGT-Yh2bhkbtT3CDUo


  
 

3. Meeting with Kate Thwaites, MP for Jagajaga 

  

Elizabeth, Kate and Mitzi 

by Mitzi Tuke 
 

Mitzi and Elizabeth met with MP for Jagajaga, Kate Thwaites on 23 January to discuss fracking in the 
Beetaloo Basin and to ask for Minister Plibersek to activate the water triggerin the national 
environment laws (EPBC Act). Activating the water trigger would mean that the fracking project would 

then be properly assessed under the Act with reference to its impact on water resources. 
 

The meeting is part of a nationwide campaign, organised in collaboration with several groups, aimed at 

preventing the fracking of the Beetaloo Basin from going ahead, due to its destructive impact on 
environment and NT aquifers. Nillumbik Climate Action Team is a member of Beyond Gas Network, 
one of the groups in the campaign. 

 
Context 

●     Empire Energy and Tamboran Resources, both US companies, have been conducting “appraisal 

and exploratory activities” for fracking in the NT since about 2022  
●     Fracking is still considered to be at the “appraisal and exploratory” stage, and hasn’t yet assumed full 
scale production 

●     In September 2023 Tanya Plibersek asked for a scientific panel to enquire into the fracking activities, 



and the report from the panel was released in December 2024 
●     There appears to be plenty of evidence (as analysed by environment NGO’s) in the report for the 

Minister to call in the projects under the EPBC and activate the water trigger. 
 
Kate acknowledged the shortcomings highlighted in the scientific report, and that the brief of the report 

was narrow, but outlined that at the appraisal and exploratory stage, the NT government was still solely 
responsible, and that the federal government could not intervene until the project reached 
production stage. Furthermore, there were regulatory hurdles for the project to pass before it could be 

called in under the Act. 
 

However, we understand that the gas being fracked currently is being sold both to the NT government 

and exported, so it's at a further point than just the appraisal and exploration stage, and also that the 
government does have the power to call in projects at any stage of their operation. There is still 
more discussion to be had on this issue and the campaign is preparing evidence. The main point is that if 

fracking in the Beetaloo Basin does go ahead, it will have a huge impact on the NT environment and its 

water resources and a considerable impact on global warming due to the exported gas being burnt at 
end point. 

  
Send an email to "Climate Caucus" Labor MP's 
An effective quick action we can all do is to send an email to "climate caucus" Labor MP's using an email 

template from Lock the Gate. 307 emails have already been sent since January - let's add to 
them: https://www.lockthegate.org.au/beetaloo  
 

“Rapid Response” Actions 
I welcome anyone who is prepared to sign up for rapid response actions in front of Kate Thwaites’ office 

to protest against more coal and gas projects. These actions take place periodically, and are part of 

similar actions that take place at other MP electorate offices. I send out an email and the more people 
who come to an action, the more effective is the message that people want progress on emissions 
reduction. Please email me to go on the list: tukemitzi@gmail.com. Every action counts to keep 

pressure on the government for more action on climate.  

  
 

  

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMfaNlVn3F9cOuVw_vCYA4ct90GSXql1k0CGcoG3JduI4UqBhTpLJjtsbyUzu7bBqsyIYrF34k0WPLM8xLKc61D4qFf4syVbjqPOPNELAkAjNiJ0Jv7YOVlHL7I7I7BB6I8figpa6jipqO8ySLRSqKTIDz69uhHPeK6JoFXVoCte5mKV1ds3rXBMAA7_D_O2OM61JFZEZk-nXMYsAa6FEz5Oze9tgr6I0W4GlLCuLUc9pidpGITMuvR7tmemIE3xfpcu7hiflZBo6Tey0cvZlodQLd1RCknGAlIgfTXqPp3q0PA05u8L6yNUQxcRw0p6SKC2K8btHQSap2dCBUgSA4VZ5E891XfsAexTNYpujqGjSeTXGkYmhKWnVUf6kMdsQlw/4dr/b1EmcqWrSTuXMbOeDJXGFw/h1/h001.HsrrV4ETr_0pNOn3OqrYXIGAAXJ91dmhNfXOroxkdgM
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMfaNlVn3F9cOuVw_vCYA4ct90GSXql1k0CGcoG3JduI4UqBhTpLJjtsbyUzu7bBqsyIYrF34k0WPLM8xLKc61D4qFf4syVbjqPOPNELAkAjNiJ0Jv7YOVlHL7I7I7BB6I8figpa6jipqO8ySLRSqKTIDz69uhHPeK6JoFXVoCte5mKV1ds3rXBMAA7_D_O2OM61JFZEZk-nXMYsAa6FEz5Oze9tgr6I0W4GlLCuLUc9pidpGITMuvR7tmemIE3xfpcu7hiflZBo6Tey0cvZlodQLd1RCknGAlIgfTXqPp3q0PA05u8L6yNUQxcRw0p6SKC2K8btHQSap2dCBUgSA4VZ5E891XfsAexTNYpujqGjSeTXGkYmhKWnVUf6kMdsQlw/4dr/b1EmcqWrSTuXMbOeDJXGFw/h1/h001.HsrrV4ETr_0pNOn3OqrYXIGAAXJ91dmhNfXOroxkdgM
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMV4T7PSPm-MWfbO2SKnW0U58pcQGS8pwuyDYrsabdy1ugQM3VJMR5qIRDWAKtCjDD4CwGMJKmEs3LgDjUmY3VOso1TDNudC-rIIILQo0H9Zpf40Qyh4Oj6tMz2YSTPoRZXvS3agOzDHA9ZD_cIXq0hog1O-44DIFa6iHVR7prwYatq5SYCOguNshyggmS5XSN5i-vlxWN6J3_SsAEnZL_EI5uxLjn1BnAumjtdCdE1B2wCMA1MdRuecsgU9rB4qwDDjxt90PQFK2ZwsBboVC_w4/4dr/b1EmcqWrSTuXMbOeDJXGFw/h2/h001.7O2T_zNCHjeDPPEyS2WyRTlsMFBcCUYr9xvGqlZFbYE
mailto:tukemitzi@gmail.com?subject=Query%20from%20Action%20Network%20via%20NCAT%20Newsletter


4. How climate change has fuelled the LA fires, and why pre-burning is no magic 
bullet 

  

Photo: The Conversation 

The recent bushfires in LA have been devastating for those impacted, and for those of us who live in 
bushfire-prone areas such as the fringes of Melbourne, a wake-up call for what could happen here. But 

let's be clear about what is the key driver of these fires - extreme climate conditions fuelled by climate 
change - and focus our attention on what is needed to reduce the risk for us.  
  

The first article by Danielle Veldre, Director, Climate Media Centre, clearly sets out the factors that led 
to the disaster. 
  

The second article by David Lindenmayer, Phil Zylstra and Chris Taylor, explains why pre-burning is 

not the solution to the threat to our cities. 

  

How climate change has fuelled the LA fires 
By Danielle Veldre 
Recently we have seen the devastating impacts of climate change-fuelled fires in one of the world’s 

wealthiest enclaves in Los Angeles. Our thoughts are with those who have lost loved ones and their 

homes, as well as the many firefighters who continue to battle these wildfires. 
 

Unfortunately, Australians are all too familiar with disasters on this scale. This is an important time to be 
explaining what’s happening, and why, as we see some harmful and disturbing mis- and dis-
information being peddled by those with large platforms. 



  
Reprinted from CANAchat, 14 January 2025 

Click here for full story and further messaging and resources. 
  
Can we really fight fire with fire? Why pre-burning is no magic bullet 

By David Lindenmayer, Phil Zylstra and Chris Taylor 
Like clockwork after every wildfire, such as those in the Grampians and now in Los Angeles, politicians 
and other commentators invariably call for more prescribed burning. They say low intensity fires 

deliberately lit by authorities will reduce fuel loads and so limit damage from these extreme blazes. 

The debate has also taken off in California, where some commentators have blamed the tragedy in Los 
Angeles on the decision of authorities in October to stop prescribed burning “for the foreseeable future”. 

The loudest voices on Australia’s east coast claim little to no prescribed burning has occurred in 
recent years and cite this as the reason for catastrophic fires. 
The Age, 19 January 2025 

Read more... 
  

  
 

5. Brave New World 

Photo: AP news 

Since our last newsletter, the world has turned several shades darker, with the inauguration of Donald 

Trump as President of the United States. The implications of this for the climate have yet to fully play out, 
but already, Trump has signed an executive order withdrawing the US from the Paris climate 
agreement, as well as a raft of other actions including ramping up domestic oil and gas production and 

removing incentives for electric vehicles. Even more worrying, the inauguration dais was stacked with 
right-wing tech billionaire sycophants in thrall to the fossil fuel industries. 

 

It is not always easy to know how to respond with anything other than anger, despair and hopelessness 
at such scenes, but now, more than ever, we need to push back against these reactions and actively 
continue the fight for a world of climate justice, connection and kindness. 

 

The following piece by Tim Hollo, Executive Director of the Green Institute, written at the time of 
Trump's inauguration, points the way towards this approach, and cautions against the normalisation 

of fascism, hate and lies.   
 
'This morning, we woke up to the news that, at the celebrations for Donald Trump's re-inauguration, the 

world's richest man - and a man who has been telling us for years that he's a fascist, and has turned the 

social media platform he bought into a Nazi zone - very obviously and deliberately threw a Nazi salute. 

 

This is not an accident. 
 
The global right has been building in this direction for a long time. 

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.qUXRBnqZ7T8nxbpAcIVwoUsWLkUMWlo_0JmZttSlm3-gABf-HsnbEYPITLzY9g-rpHEs8JWMSyXjlhadDNQ5Y2AWRdRr-o2mO4UbRxfX4u_rEYeBZwb9dVm2T75Rv5wSSjsyb7yxlmubMZ4CcThEyL0ypjuL0RZYL9GjYGIldSa7hfgtlSl6pJLrwseJpnlrCNrg5k0oOmqhi3WNLkFm8G5Hwew8g3Hau5_-_fGB7966ockMK0d9r-bkDnGx5_jeVBBsewFkYV3nyZY-VRnumZ2wuVQpPFO3Y9oGvmcy2g048QrtWECqMiHHPF2ekoJ84qOXSKAzxR9GlC4HFIz81CUpSj4sFq6lxvNHPzRDYx28v7DDBHdr839-xXLoVfpqCwDBkfIlWwhl4-5HYxBN__BC5KGSXSG9qjupiLXDysE/4dr/b1EmcqWrSTuXMbOeDJXGFw/h3/h001.9s3RZxoJjqtOAFay6gXMlTFcz02MQYbKSEOoO-_bDOc
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMSAiO_QsKURwcNnhDnNXF5hSNa_klNpxVy1Mya7HWz6RPw-R4zNGwqUvDl29JQeizBKL8v6BSooaZjLr6gw4Ymdkfz7IU6vX-hIv-MAkE68RtQqYYQhhyIdrWbhIzVFGy-9tJreRWU4wMJbeA9gC1zIL7BFVpBGSJr89Vd26FMQWkTouTd3veZJbAfXMTGS3WQ3LKLxr3QjCaUbWR8hLqW-fpeqJV4dtSYy7Nbr2cGmUiWLrAth1uL9uuqyAoZRMjSA-bkHOenH7ZuLcSk-odupNwhqEZ5mxF0LpukyeQI3MIFTS8gO8iQUHhyjQqoeN5ityuCQHsplZZjw-OpClz-Slpr8ePDQa_yg1p8QAb9pJ/4dr/b1EmcqWrSTuXMbOeDJXGFw/h4/h001.eYfhq-q5_TaLMG-JC7UtSqKlRHGVGRKqy-MWxqjQqbs
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.qUXRBnqZ7T8nxbpAcIVwoUsWLkUMWlo_0JmZttSlm3-gABf-HsnbEYPITLzY9g-rpHEs8JWMSyXjlhadDNQ5Y7-oBAEd6aSj9LJ6qToiLQqwYsbFO7yA3y0ZjvCIlqTTRiExTFlVHCXwKflGWXW-AVmDitTQB1dE2yYiitN1VvuVp0lJg_hvHsoVG8hoNt5CmhyX6wb7btV3DhK6iTnhfZPbqx806cKE4o6_MklwQUglICRXwPvXf_Jq4DQFgKjtr_qm9zKBpcRm6KzkR4fAUotFl2Z5Z2iJDfpo16xRoNOQyVAW7ebKonWamHBWUO8P1-057sjb-C6Hv5MHQ2DmiRPX05fRAa5QpKvWB6H5J2YnM9Lsg9azW2K8OmIGPjoj26NxIDAt0R4PgnBLe2OizMbM-N5gNqz0PS5HtkQYKprrz-gK0UqVRUSZgRWxlhSIW5yk6-CKr8xH_Qen3OsQjQ/4dr/b1EmcqWrSTuXMbOeDJXGFw/h5/h001.US_miI9NDKFEpybMi60RBXz8dxQZv4G5aevyn0a9Q_o
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.qUXRBnqZ7T8nxbpAcIVwoc5lroAYgnBM-pxs59wzI1SxFUO2Ae639zgi1T-NMziwXT82Pd3rwnghZljUk2Kcz2ENi3c-7qwvebgjyKe0hTrUeiiJjFLG9kq7GVol5iasC7tSNPdZi2s_66kkNRWp41NrtlZWF_HspUdQb4_KvJL-cPnJLGKiayv-WnzUiHRo_GfBfqeJ7KKIF2la1y332ID0QkaRHKHWLVte9l3XFi8JSMxWlbok0XJplXpbAd_kYG0qZZGmGQnPWLxHMe4RAOrc90xFBTEc3mz2ygJwVU4Rw7REHUzx1Lg13Bz6utOUhklcXEtFWZPh8xFcPYnC_ffXlENQ1EEAZrmInnbniFEqs8a6vNpRdeEurCXr9TTPCKnM3P2XOeJ_1l5zgBpwjg/4dr/b1EmcqWrSTuXMbOeDJXGFw/h6/h001.luddq9QL-Q2IcMa80ukc04orE_H8gQWDJZ6mlSuQESI
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.qUXRBnqZ7T8nxbpAcIVwoc5lroAYgnBM-pxs59wzI1SxFUO2Ae639zgi1T-NMziwXT82Pd3rwnghZljUk2Kcz2ENi3c-7qwvebgjyKe0hTrUeiiJjFLG9kq7GVol5iasC7tSNPdZi2s_66kkNRWp41NrtlZWF_HspUdQb4_KvJL-cPnJLGKiayv-WnzUiHRo_GfBfqeJ7KKIF2la1y332ID0QkaRHKHWLVte9l3XFi8JSMxWlbok0XJplXpbAd_kYG0qZZGmGQnPWLxHMe4RAOrc90xFBTEc3mz2ygJwVU4Rw7REHUzx1Lg13Bz6utOUhklcXEtFWZPh8xFcPYnC_ffXlENQ1EEAZrmInnbniFEqs8a6vNpRdeEurCXr9TTPCKnM3P2XOeJ_1l5zgBpwjg/4dr/b1EmcqWrSTuXMbOeDJXGFw/h6/h001.luddq9QL-Q2IcMa80ukc04orE_H8gQWDJZ6mlSuQESI
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMVrIS86xpEG7w4fDE5c7cxIZqZ1AzJDcXYGzHTyTFtdEZiP2aQ_Y2vBEVTmNyE5EOYFdr7oi0_qRTvVLALmuh3I5Xwe1m5_Hs9Zy046ZqDcSx5wjh1FXhA-mlSUB8VgBn7TGejX39-uOjiIZSU_iVUo88l6_xVPbxvoWkxbPniEzHquFP0QfoehDi-O28b6Pi9x1d-MUZB6xJ2k2E2rsY9KDv9pGMtv_KY8_JcW0K6uTFzQCjVaqNmKGLyM_ss6Zw7h7Kh1xUaj8NjPuv2SIqNU/4dr/b1EmcqWrSTuXMbOeDJXGFw/h7/h001.8_q0IGBfC4nU7pMa6puMy_hqIhgBla4-C3_lOMsekYo
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMRXuNSlhDxcvv3N1sDz0longXKhWlu9cfLFrOgCtFJpCIBR0HtsyZ3kWm90JnWR8PgxHmTdqPMp9EAE6pCupHTGlll16CRHRlDOXJbSLjCasl62XADuEWUTlZ_57rv4Tmpe1WYzX8LwLl1XftHZQ-lOCrAZjV_qQh_1Ffp6CIoPzIikloyGpku6fNw6GHMdHfMx7A953Gep0JnSg1yc0PS1RMnFCvdA0LOhjXot6wJhhLMahE5_aH-GcjQxahIel4wGgbX_ANnaAEBd1UlWfYMzjyVbqPM4Ra_Xh8d2tfvtWMA3xm8LM7bM6Zj55Y-b3HCTIrKaoUWeZnRSTGgLd_t8/4dr/b1EmcqWrSTuXMbOeDJXGFw/h8/h001.mvxfHGLbkpPlqVM6thsfDyWRDTnvAosPllc5Bn9VwDI


 
What Trump's win does (more than anything else it will lead to, in my opinion) is enable 

the normalisation of fascism. The normalisation of hate. The normalisation of lies. The normalisation of 
a worldview of hyper-"masculine", hyper-individualist, hyper-domination. 
 

... 
 
I don't need to tell you that this is incredibly dangerous. These men will destroy anything in their way 

in their quest for more power. People. Communities. Ecosystems. Our entire planetary life-support 
systems. 

 

But I do want to emphasise that the normalisation can affect all of us. And it often does. And we need to 
work incredibly hard not to be captured by any aspect of this destructive, genocidal, omnicidal 
worldview.' 

 

Read more... 
Reprinted from a blog by Tim Hollo, The Green Institute, 21 January 2025   

  
 

6. Climate anger can lead to action – or curdle into despair. Researchers found out why 

Strong emotional responses to environmental problems are remarkably common. We know people 

are angry about climate change – but how many? 
Recent research surveyed 5,000 Australians and found almost half (49%) are angry about our warming 
world. So what do people do with their climate anger? 

Anger can be a galvanising emotion, spurring us to action. But when faced by a seemingly 
insurmountable cause, it can also turn into despair. 

This research found responses to climate anger depend on what aspect of the problem people are angry 

about – and who they feel is responsible. 

The Conversation, 20 December 2024 

Read more.... 

  
 

  

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.qUXRBnqZ7T8nxbpAcIVwoUsWLkUMWlo_0JmZttSlm3-gABf-HsnbEYPITLzY9g-rpHEs8JWMSyXjlhadDNQ5Y-tDdOBvvkURj_9cKl_pAUDiVNHjb6N8pnuM0sSy-jMiVHHQkxcSoJPuIYeeLhwhdBJ4bJFbJKS9Ecoc8PLq2tMvnFV7UYFO-gf8dRRaw1vlhKLrII9rfVI1-tEaH2-OMQSSU0HuFCZhCdo4BYhGo0SCZb6z63KD5EjPt6jLwgputM2vl4UruGzVJqBZVczfAUlLYINVe-kDgaLE1agnEoAmEHjj4DQz8iXxcPJo8tUOQCMK10LR9NnJ0XfwgNrLOBslHZ7CZmg2ogzMZue3e2ded2dRu4itQfmIXfNKgSjsrfK4WKb7siPnq5xeK78u8WxfruOHnCzay9OR12wpWtg/4dr/b1EmcqWrSTuXMbOeDJXGFw/h9/h001.qIkqpYBw7CS0m0EWQPpHH9zMYDl_IR7IQ66k74q40y8
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMVrIS86xpEG7w4fDE5c7cxIZqZ1AzJDcXYGzHTyTFtdEZiP2aQ_Y2vBEVTmNyE5EOclZ4vPfxF6ygs3mI9ccswIYh2qpbmyD_m-geS_8eJ3dE8Ta69Xds5-B1jJybkmFEHSHsFrwI9gqXVrv7_38VWUl0nkkzmE9HbYPSpgeGS0IrHD7SESWh7Xm9O2J25YtEYt82B3l1h8gxrDbP1mtIdVcDzGtBIFDfEW8zQcsU6adzkU2wSQQ0NkvhnYJhJnoY2kHvSN4Osl1hcQa2dVqDfA/4dr/b1EmcqWrSTuXMbOeDJXGFw/h10/h001.WCHpKnsgjYWrRgl-fnw4eX0o7gjotdeNHjxHL8UY1F4
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.SEgofQhSb9pGg8bz5XQG3cnMRzVwMjtnV4JJL96Z4Vi0Tj9kr760FW_k5QlzYDfJ6wMdR8U-HZeOQV4bEhjAokNb4ikm0yeiQSom_M8nkBXV6PqKZQJ6Bh6wGUh7YR_2xY20F22DQut8EylM2CDs8abyPrF1IM3wsQflRiWh6Vq0Y7fN2J3NPO3K8Io9joVarwYnWCucqda416t45P3BXoptB8ErBz-MfJ1MKFIFqT_WK7on1mN1IBuGpAF0Q190B6mj5yZ0FcAN4mHT2XFvF9VjfN5ukO2JHUSEU00ZrzWQIqVEWNr2WMod0tri8lsTDDvTTi9PzW_23VMuEuWP_9gFaydBBke5m8CUNjRUVUnsrpbU6qJku0HOF4P52RVNVHOb91pfdYplR9rG--0bzOTywCHS3cZjhwsr31dInxU/4dr/b1EmcqWrSTuXMbOeDJXGFw/h11/h001.CRQL8abcP5HA-ohd7JmVyOMoG_c0CtBzYzdDj9YzuNI
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7. How does Australia's climate action rate on the global scale? 

  

Image: Climate Action Tracker 

The government has introduced several measures aimed at stimulating investment in large-scale 
renewable energy, green hydrogen production and clean manufacturing, and improvements to vehicle 

efficiency. However, in parallel, the government has doubled down on fossil fuels, embedding their 

role in Australia’s domestic energy consumption and exports. 
 

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.EtNV8HBC60Tl7UuGmXS3se59Uz2RLTK_C2DA9jdF6pPchgqkH9LoDXFlvLyyGGZg_GkGz_4j7HI_puSEp4P8AzpXDvudm4puEgLIWjaMNNpVKAdeLyJGRpzrBP8pjrbfL70pyW2C1_eQyhBkzUSyklFU6l_gKpKVCrWLHIxCmINe3N0EVzen5NnxWLddmmYsc3VcbVfldDN_8aA6k74Ne9fziGfRVXplSVVX8kx7q5wbaElZdBJdiQGTI1uZ3r6eaQtoGpiMmA-dgef7RItvIwO9lJgg0nOLu8ANgJc_lpnJEnJm7AbRmfhefPhsu2di/4dr/b1EmcqWrSTuXMbOeDJXGFw/h15/h001.pK2B0461DyLEWZIuR43eJ1WG_oSxGLrXWJAUdBVLIhM


The government’s approval of seven new coal mine projects in 2023 and 2024 will allow coal mining and 
exports to continue for many decades to come. This is incompatible with the Paris Agreement’s goals, 

and with the government’s own emission reduction commitments. 
  
From Climate Action Tracker 

  
 

8. Quotes of the Month 

  

  

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.EtNV8HBC60Tl7UuGmXS3se59Uz2RLTK_C2DA9jdF6pPchgqkH9LoDXFlvLyyGGZg_GkGz_4j7HI_puSEp4P8AzpXDvudm4puEgLIWjaMNNpg0TULepHPofGug_OTWvpKzDKiyE1sZmGDrnfS585byFDuzk-zQlmdbL9wClzJLCu_2gAOwJGpgJIaexZ3fT4g7k-mq6xzCp4TlBBer0SZSRLDcSjlWny31YqofGsr82VOcxYF1-snspG_1ZvzsR5VT0dO_AcC4mJTP8G1vJWUr7XosnCPo691-Mo6sXx82VBldaZRZ8trWYqrgyN8cX33/4dr/b1EmcqWrSTuXMbOeDJXGFw/h16/h001.v3EEwyNrHqdoV8ESzLjTO72xIeZSu05SCE0lDT2fvg8


“The greatest threat to our planet is the belief that someone else will save it. “ 

– Robert Swan 

  

  
 

9. Australia leads the world in arresting climate and environment protestors 

  

Photo: ABC News: Patrick Rocca 

 A new study was released in recent days that should have been newsworthy, but it escaped the media's 
attention in Australia. 
  

It showed Australian police are world leaders at arresting climate and environmental protesters.  

According to the study, more than 20 per cent of all climate and environment protests in Australia 

involve arrests, which is more than three times the global average (6.3 per cent). 

Australia's arrest rate was the highest of 14 countries in the global study. 

The Age News, 15 December 2024 

 

Read more... 

  
 

  

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMeJdPuEmn7D7xCLPriU0wk4CfmOcF05QB57OTQFKpzXRhSzOgtXvd6-1ex7ZUraQDIGqMEm92SHfGHKLqZC2azgoB5Lnp3MO_BjwMWbEZrwuRXJdAPN-6wJXmvBslh2JpR-9zbD28Ubn47_tcnOmoI2g06sNanXQ2USHGZ2OfQP4hMttlIA5O30GMz0er7uphKEWmhHHbWBQfVTFfzKBtAgtFCxUv-Vh_qWrjdQxKBoo1kag0ZJKHCEP9yqgYWSh-CnEnTVFskIqV4oAEAzwG1x49pAd5XD7W6S2tEa5dMDJ-GzaMAcdmShrq84ZIIb_UpPU2pcaJwRuOh_NXc8wthnCaPI85oyWsEVoih-IfUVx8T3KM6g4r3w8XyMxoMDUVA/4dr/b1EmcqWrSTuXMbOeDJXGFw/h17/h001.0KJ6p3IGebG2G82viS99RJNI4Ugdos9f_MbKjAYXZWI


10. How climate science will hold fossil fuel companies to account 

  

Photo: Renew Economy 

Two weeks into 2025 and it already feels like a turning point for climate action – for good and bad. We 
start the year with news that the Earth experienced yet another ‘warmest year on record’ and global 
temperatures surpassed the 1.5-degree mark for the first time. Los Angeles is on fire in the middle of 

winter, and Donald Trump is returning as US President. 
The task ahead of us – phasing out the use of fossil fuels, investing in clean energy technologies, and 

protecting vulnerable communities from the locked-in impacts of climate change – remains huge. 

But the task is not insurmountable and there are reasons for optimism that fossil fuel companies will be 
held legally and financially responsible for the damages caused by climate change, thanks to 
progress in the field of climate attribution science. 

Renew Economy, 20 January 2025 

 

Read more (note: long read)... 
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11. Whatever happened to the government's National Climate Risk Assessment? 

By David Spratt 

The Los Angeles fires have again demonstrated the need for a steely-eyed approach by governments to 

climate risks, ensuring that the assessment of those risks is up-to-date, considers the plausible worst-
case scenarios, and is made widely available so the public understands what we are facing. 

 
But the Australian Government’s work-in-progress National Climate Risk Assessment appears to be 
sinking fast, leaving us ill-prepared. 

 
... 
 

Australia’s security now needs a climate focus. It would be a terrible result if a full term of a Labor 
Government produced half a risk climate assessment from ONI which was too hot to handle and locked 
in a bottom drawer, and another half which sank without trace. 

 
For the full story, click here. 
Reprinted from CANAchat, 15 January 2025 

  
 

12.  Can Bluesky become the new Twitter? 

In the face of Mark Zuckerberg's decision to  remove fact checking from Facebook, making it even more 

difficult to share news in the climate space without inviting trolling, and Elon Musk's pushing of Twitter/X 

further into a twilight zone of climate disinformation, more and more climate and environment groups 
are turning to the social media platform Bluesky. 

Lighter Footprints has published a very comprehensive guide to joining Bluesky in their latest newsletter. 
 
Click here for information on how to join Bluesky. 

  
 

13. Upcoming Events 

Edendale Farm Textile Workshops - February/March 

Tee Re-Made textile repurposing workshop - Edendale Community Environment Farm, Sunday 9 
February, 10-11.30am 
  

Fabric Swap at Edendale - Edendale Community Environment Farm, Sunday 9 February, 11.30am-1pm 

  
Clothes Swap at Edendale - Edendale Community Environment Farm, Saturday 22 February, 11:30am-

2pm  
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https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMUjVt_GBk2W7di33RS3Lm4NpFPmdHkhl4dpg1EwT2e2Ql2rzNtt8jBJB1HqRrHMlFzftlD_HFofYeXetLcITpG2hMrtNvMBlC-O_muD-ZZz2KvhQOUoIUZptWpVUc53hHpe-7_cFC3cf_3jkAzNYVB-0Y3pCVo8Hn-th1QVBMAadw53qHB6-Am9GV14HB9SeXtnSjLUMFQKH1YIYw6usMUeE2r1GpZkpNQhz2mDZjZOIryGPMFRVmWxq_VQfAr7Fcb40wLmohmH7bjFsPQSB2oMewnF_gIS-OFnsKed-A7rlaFNFGRkT9SIbjZEhk0wR2O3bNDQfm-T6hfhkrIfOGIg/4dr/b1EmcqWrSTuXMbOeDJXGFw/h30/h001.rEhyIcELAXnzrR_XvxYF7ASuJ4EW2dCNgvO7t5ffrmg
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMUjVt_GBk2W7di33RS3Lm4NpFPmdHkhl4dpg1EwT2e2Ql2rzNtt8jBJB1HqRrHMlF-69G90lelNhN1LPgBN5QZerlamBqLIxgvXJsExt9QDskXzmc00moqj5_J7CVwSWw8CKxwDoBgilALPOyVwQXHP9cjdm_-L8QDNEBbJk5I-whaTi6ByZxcS9HE4tcs2-mZ5_4WcE7v_PYw-dzyxL98TNL2ZhWDyPZJpCFKZhyV5OT0YOqfNVTxS8rx36hG_MA-1dZqRlhgC39RdQpglIq442zJ_PNoB_Hrb-HvkLDQoMzUEEi_YN4OVFWHSAQfwbHh1ycNbSeCKeXc5ihTqIxSU/4dr/b1EmcqWrSTuXMbOeDJXGFw/h31/h001.KYw_4TjJRC5qzCVe-2AzNv4Cw8yzjIvja6Np6aVmiUc


REthink Nillumbik - Planet-friendly fashion - Edendale Community Environment Farm, Saturday 1 March, 
10am-1pm 

National Sustainability Festival, 1-28 February  

A huge range of events from all corners of the state. Highlights include: Climate Adaption Fair, The PM’s 
Climate Speech we’ve been waiting for, Rehydrate Earth with Damon Gameau 

sustainabilityfestival.au/program/ 

Climate Adaptation Fair,  8 February 2025 10am-4pm. Borderlands Co-op, 30A Pickett St, 

Footscray 

Showcasing all things climate adaptation through stalls, workshops, and talks. 
Click here for more info 

Boroondara Sustainable Living Festival, Saturday 15 March 2025 8am-12.30pm 

Click here for more info 

Council Events:  

Power up Nillumbik Introductory Webinar, Thursday 20 March 2025, 7-8pm  

Learn about the benefits of transitioning to electric energy, including cost savings, improved efficiency 
and environmental impact.  
Book here for tickets. 

Heat pump hot water systems, Thursday 27 March 2025, 7-8pm 

Discover how heat pumps work, the environmental benefits they offer, and the significant financial 
savings they can provide. 

Book here for tickets. 

  
 

Support us 

Nillumbik Climate Action Team (NCAT) is a small volunteer organisation. We rely on donations to support 

our work, and thank you to everyone who has donated to date. Further details here.  
We'd be very grateful if you are able to support us, even in a small way.  
Note: you can now donate online.  

Donate  

  
 

  

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMUjVt_GBk2W7di33RS3Lm4NpFPmdHkhl4dpg1EwT2e2Ql2rzNtt8jBJB1HqRrHMlFycPyx1_KykAArNMvZj0oLSgv91JGM5SDBwYSDnso2R83a0siJj3n680OYQpTCi3q_qkHREF0sJMluscwF0A_8YzldSnuDaG3fIt7JwLm6L3JziHt9rFFN7j5wPeBfcttmYqScI6-Nte4lVO6HdO1EOVoZ9xeVExXRz2GJgeEhT4TCOEfyiCalx9KLF0ffqNx1UqHV82jZEkiZUSVc2oYoU7JnWQoycUfQkI4YBNKphsFZ3tAAUT8HHlwkR6v2bbhJi23Wo8eZmvmLtktECiMHU/4dr/b1EmcqWrSTuXMbOeDJXGFw/h32/h001.7wD455gEtCJGRJhA9JrlEHJNaXm5HGeiA9TH1oQOSAg
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.iIBo0N5fSFzEFL40Tn-vtQqTwZDrMrTDy0JUMWb94wctd6ozGQKhNnDGHiR4Bb4wDd1RBP1Ie8RZOFILHSkAhNJT4niyfAJGOYI0WYBteUXouKpCFM6IwQ2W-dMCv2kHt6BnnyQ_LJ5Ug9Zu7qBWlsmBQVFGZbRIs7LeqtQfsSyMhdGsRwFNCe20QoGAgGJyu5KQetsiWRBlPSp3RJ5Gt0yDCp_DxJBQim7lcfHcvbQ3ZCXWJfVmkSEEYsQ_ETgkTj80YwCiY8jQ4mxYlQ5T-5ynGLfJnYUz82VK186vr80RagLKrzB3EE6V6RMGmFrj/4dr/b1EmcqWrSTuXMbOeDJXGFw/h33/h001.vtK_aGwsZaCnS76zlkz65f6gZ2mntfHnkld4AgM46MA
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMSq22-w0_6EWRqQB5aLaUim13HW7gt-Uy-3d2uTC1AEHKIhMcj5xLXKDT8gcmXjECGCfX_0ToTrCcV46I0TTj6ILttPv0_Mb_lZZtf9q0gTdWqZFxrrU5stMbC-7UvyHIpwPoFgMJWcazWgvSUDhtvKP8T7LgUyRiKeIRKG0Jn5wvj59HsupPgaDFCRAj1HNPrWjaeShsF3KHl47-LNZ9Hzn5OhTdtlmkx-Mhn0bVFtsJOgaSGdevcaQbRJeODy6Jr1Qy_4Ek6KOJ6N2C_C6nap0i5ONoHKC5_QY71-fbXCi05wTwt8B0zKdfZwgX-qcPA/4dr/b1EmcqWrSTuXMbOeDJXGFw/h34/h001.NLUSagCkG-xmbWrQ1jSJpKj_wbYR6Nt0M4YOHlZGEiE
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMQxjxhbylCKB7S2yhxpmFTtIJVzSpEQtwr3uIV_dwIUDD1EKKjRFyfibBUy-Em6jiFScearz1tby2QVLjKWsQGe0APDwsWpuddKt-GrjYxsX7GeCP9Zmi2oirKNY8mmdwnpTXDIsx-Xka2SrPreJJbMbpMrM0wAzwYT9Jqap1ZSkN2h-NTqv2M8uLoaMEqfAQGqJbVdi5yxTA7AcmUmreFl1dihEeSiUwJz1v15e8rh-7CtM2lAC3l5fDyaU6LsdgdAuESFm08b5waVUgkBnlztHnsVHBvai9bKMoMdpQVpOavMU7xZ--jaaoe_Qd387Xtx2dm3uQX6kiJbKzT4lXoGpmEYaVgrX4hl7R9SJYcrX_y5qXGkR-6mZeVZwUXUBY74rlg5kfUa8XN1svWSTpCnP9OrtgiMQXQNX8EdQkt_iRzYKo5bDBAzOVjFjh6rK0quq6d2bHy5JIn89rzYrFIyBz7sSLp_MlI7Wv13dMvDD6Nl86FeZOh_QGNg3WLwCSmeEwzRCBPfMIZfvJHxzsAE/4dr/b1EmcqWrSTuXMbOeDJXGFw/h35/h001.YGhFWuFqzVKOEz__8Tec91JcnIfQExw77FKaqPSEGRQ
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMQdkcZm_C6wKfnZGYM2KsuE583m1sfFCEpbpXLoa0BOH64jmwSYnu9LjA9bEHLhCmDjhxIFFhY85ov18gw5AAH0Ng2COIbg2Di8p84ehbV42QAcq5K85YrvbUb_MgWk5uHp17sL0vh1lIv5g9suT_0qGxtSRKZxGUJjJav8HHkes2mR_d40QFFY4RefZkUwg0dGyEqZMgRnX973J23wiMs6zG2EPYVBq1YIAD-bXYtYIwoc9k_NZDFBITYdTTd_DheCnOa1eaWqvcqXEcYASNvEqwisjFx7N_fmqCX9-t5BoPen3hsbAooCOPX9rLz_ojLTbuvhWgz_XK9GElv9zz9VAI_IWTKlg5rRce_d_AQ-pJsnuit2oIHkStdMaRjolF8gjZnFKBEaZ5UXnThOfsNiLwMQS1BFBZBg6Fh76_b1EZBHcY2Gh2WMQ74CpkDcojGCEjDJ6qwGFhIXoz4cr6bLWmIFYOx0FYzS3qlMY2s954j3WynJlVILYJ1HYPzmwcA/4dr/b1EmcqWrSTuXMbOeDJXGFw/h36/h001.9G-aopnRLuZJ0_2n2tGro0Ql51btf3g-tmqgNXcsepg
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMQdkcZm_C6wKfnZGYM2KsuE583m1sfFCEpbpXLoa0BOH64jmwSYnu9LjA9bEHLhCmDjhxIFFhY85ov18gw5AAH0lqVYvG_Xs_RNMMYdGb0EfZYDpxvBzqQ6EoUXpL8g0Vvq15K-zQpmcwPpeDPFThjkT3B6-AWwi8q69ZhE54gObp5Woi9iGoRBZTt4RiQYrwm3LSAs3cDxtYWaHegxq-UfPfUbZs-8BWNKwf2JNGSPfkb3BgxLVQ4PHYSEwFRBoIeW3AcIfGZWgILAzMQMJ3GWmXeVwKpT55eMT1EIqkjW1t0pHoGAH8EN35qzpeTQHhlBaFB02VeCmJ8NX5dSyU4z5a5aN8divcK4mVVyf7IKw1OjcIM7fBmOcZrh_8H3fv1ApeiHsLg22ymneUPpwvLo/4dr/b1EmcqWrSTuXMbOeDJXGFw/h37/h001.-7dOaMAoJnPh4FHyrul6wFLq3V6aiaEP5UY6zdpX3Ws
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.nTQp_FEIcSHl649vCJCichftg_Hlqkd3LSBEcSwFFLKL5UwEdiXGbiHqNbOAqd4fAXw3w1EN0ItKkiS-8hymFzV_c2RrAuxfdaIJpRqmyjoDiKcdwtdSrt2ELwPIwnIOEzhCKqc3MavDqKD-t-ae_lXeI-udyI26MnLxV5oXMwvhFKyZQkGr0UOFEtedXKJliNSgKw15qRFYDSDbgTKGOO_vLxjHGg8hK6KRPbgTrTzHEQImEYAFf_zM_wMjN9zQsojHYIEOTGQMWqiJfYac6oZzEUPNukaWbvN7EcAaW8hXNje9vS7GgZlct-b_TdV0/4dr/b1EmcqWrSTuXMbOeDJXGFw/h38/h001.qqLQTmXM-D1wgBy21xz0xpb238hPCmYJjxjnsz8yhlo
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.nTQp_FEIcSHl649vCJCichftg_Hlqkd3LSBEcSwFFLJCumzx2iHJFQF5Pho3cxfkAcF8J0pymSYaPcNFoWTSxPq9GO9ZvPkyjyZSh0ZZz5JFi4k_6r5ba3CtmscRVNNNScaE03k9tQLGN9p9cIbk2uT8xVGH2ymhBturxNmUO048XacZ3PtgnPU1-NW9j4_AjfK2AHU0KoCWHjdaBZ_Zg2--PKpaxx7K_91a9IB0wtbeCY1-MBT4Wi29JBdm5eecrxTStUE3MgvIeOK1adep4vU8mQhajZ6XfmWGYfE58cADy_KgGoJFNUl0oxvFp2uv/4dr/b1EmcqWrSTuXMbOeDJXGFw/h39/h001.x32Kt1ZI2T5fYPz59XbcRJ9RGrhLl0CCOOjJKZDO5Mg
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.qUXRBnqZ7T8nxbpAcIVwoUsWLkUMWlo_0JmZttSlm39DvUNJnCApM6kl447GMcD8qUanvmhYTmgURHKjPNidTSQmQ8fOs7z2WYMe5tDA7DFKjX7V6uht_ZCN8rbE7ylcTV6TXTBZ1ZoIFEhaqKEGWwdeohqrhJ-4fFMu_tphlSTzamXJ93ZICoHUGAUjI8uYODYAbxtcYjdOcTM0RBeb4qA0GEt9rOmeJT9-FN5ZfZumS1Mo76huINKXO6_DJ-ZIO3uTRw4GJtG1g2iGGra0FIDfhsF2wZKeoa8nAwnFeEdHZ2qEoMGdu5D669ocw01wUk-s5juWtJPuuT_rVwGMNIIEBFq3tmPWsH2xytCxYs8/4dr/b1EmcqWrSTuXMbOeDJXGFw/h40/h001.6uwy1na4MGRegjOJvp_o1yVQ6vWOgaO4OZHf5xGC18o


Acknowledgement 

We acknowledge the Wurundjeri people as the traditional owners of Nillumbik and its environs, and that 

this land was never ceded. We thank them for their custodianship of the land over millennia. 

  
We acknowledge that we are in a climate emergency; there can be no climate justice without First 

Nations justice. 
 
We support First Nations peoples in their striving for complete recognition, truth-telling, treaty and 

justice, and we are sorry for the hurt and injustice we have caused. 

 


