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Music for a Warming World end of year concert, Saturday
30 November, 7.30pm, Hurstbridge Hub

Be sure to put this one in your diary!  It will be a very special experience.

In a world of rapid climatic change and a very unpredictable future, we need art
more than ever to help us navigate this unfolding new world.

Music for a Warming World is a wonderful mix of music and visuals that
entertains, moves and informs.

This extraordinary performance will make you cry, and it will make you laugh.

It will help us understand the climate predicament and be better prepared for
what is coming.

Most of all, we will experience the fact that we are not alone.

We are stronger together.

~~~~~

'This 'show' is a unique masterpiece. It is truth-telling through compassion,
justice and scientific acumen'.(Anonymous Audience feedback)

'Their songs and film open our hearts to the tragedy of destruction of our
common home, and call us to do more and better.’ (Prof Ross Garnaut)

‘The buzz from participants after the event was electric and many people said
that, had they known what they were in for, they would have spread the
message far and wide.’ (Tejinder Gill, Events Coordinator, Willoughby City
Council, Sydney)

'A superb show ... musically virtuosic, entertaining and thought provoking.'
(Peter Lino, Tintenbar Live, Northern NSW)

Bring your friends! Stay for a delicious supper, festive season refreshments and
social gathering afterwards. Booking requested for catering purposes. Gold
coin donation welcome.
 

Register here for your ticket!

 

Northern Territory Roadshow comes to Melbourne
Support “NO FRACKING” of the Northern Territory - Attend
an Event
 
With the moratorium against fracking having been lifted in the Northern Territory
since 2018, fracking companies have been developing plans to frack the vast
Beetaloo Basin. The companies have started drilling wells with the aim of
extracting the gas in the coming months.
 
Territorians have been leading the fight against fracking and gas expansion for
over a decade, and now they need our support.
 
We are excited to announce that a Northern Territory Roadshow  is coming
to Melbourne, and if you are alarmed at the harm that fracking  inflicts on water,
country and climate, please come to an event and demonstrate your solidarity
for action against it. This Roadshow gives us in Melbourne a chance to
show our support.
 
** The “Southside” event is on Sunday, 24 November at the Koorie Heritage
Trust, Federation Square, 9.30am -12.00noon
 

 
Click here for event details and speakers, and to RSVP for the southside
event
 
** The “Northside” event is on Saturday, 23 November at the Coburg Town
Hall at 2.30pm
 

 

Click here for event details and speakers, and to RSVP for the Northside
event
 
Don’t Frack the NorthernTerritory - Quick action to take!! 
A quick action you can do now which is aimed at Victorian Labor MPs to take
action to oppose fracking is to sign the Lock the Gate anti-fracking petition.

Please sign the petition and pass onto others. We need as many signatures as
possible!
 
Why this matters
Much of the Northern Territory is predicted to be unliveable before the end
of the century due to climate impacts, and the Federal Government is
considering a $1.9 billion gas hub in Darwin, while failing to stop fracking in the
Beetaloo Basin.

Victorians banned fracking because we know the danger - now it’s time to
support communities in the NT who are fighting to do the same.

Cancellation of Edendale Film Night - Carbon: the
unauthorised biography

Please note that the above film event, scheduled for Thursday 14 November,
has had to be postponed. The screening will be rescheduled in 2025. Look out
for more information on Edendale film nights in a future newsletter, on our FB
page and on the NCAT website.

Climate Cafe: Climate Adaptation

At our most recent climate café on 31 October, we heard from Dr Simon
Kerr about climate adaptation and preparedness for a rapidly changing world
of intense heat, disruption and climate catastrophes.
 
Simon began by setting the scene of the situation we are now facing – a time of
rapid change with global heat rising alarmingly, and sea temperatures
peaking at unprecedented levels. We have passed the milestone of a
continuous 365 day running mean of temperatures higher than 1.5
degrees, and global energy demands are surging.
 
He is now of the opinion that the transition to a zero-carbon economy is
almost impossible. While he is optimistic that the era of fossil fuel dominance
is coming to an end, driven by economics alone, and that the shift to electricity
is inevitable, the reality of temperatures continuing to rise due to accumulated
CO2 in the atmosphere is something that we as individuals, communities,
governments and institutions are totally unprepared for. We need to rapidly
shift our focus from mitigation to preparation.
 
Magical thinking that climate change can be solved and that we can return to
the life we now have (but greener) needs to be put aside for more realistic
planning for a vastly changed future – we have to learn to live in the long
emergency. An orderly transition is no longer possible as we have delayed too
long. He draws attention to the lack of investment by governments in
climate resilience, and the impact this will have, particularly on marginalised
communities.
 
Simon introduced the term ‘ruggedisation’ to describe the process by which
we adapt to a harsher world. This includes taking stock of our vulnerabilities
– what we are most at risk of in the face of planetary disruption. Where we live
increasingly matters. He invited us all to consider this from a personal
standpoint, and think about how we would take steps to increase our safety and
independence in the event of an emergency. This might include laying in
emergency supplies of food and water, ensuring our energy independence,
communication system backups, bolstering community and social networks.
 
Finally, he made a suggestion that NCAT might consider holding a climate
preparedness event where community members could meet to discuss how to
prepare for the long emergency. We will keep you posted!

 
Our next (and last for the year) climate cafe on Thursday 28 November will be
on the topic of Fire Preparedness by Alice Gower. Alice will discuss how fire
behaves - what is required for a fire and understanding the energy released,
including the influence of weather, fuel and topography on fire behaviour, how
fires propagate and spread in the landscape, and how fire directly impacts the
things we care about - people, houses and ecosystems. Her talk will also cover
the mechanisms used by government to reduce bushfire risk and their
application locally, touching on the bushfire prone area and bushfire
management overlays, as well as other strategies such as fuel reduction
burning. 

As always, you are welcome to come early and join us for a meal beforehand,
or come for the talk at 7.30pm. See you there!

Neoliberalism, Nature and Negative Consequences

 

A recent Australia Institute webinar with George Monbiot, co-author with Peter
Hutchison of The Invisible Doctrine: The Secret History of Neoliberalism,
explores the fundamental principles of the neoliberal capitalist doctrine, and the
disastrous consequences of this economic model for managing the climate and
biodiversity crisis we are now facing. In a context where Australia’s
environment is now officially classed as poor and deteriorating,
ecosystems are collapsing, species extinction is on the rise, and land-clearing
continues virtually unabated, the Labor government’s answer to this is the
Nature Positive Plan - inviting the private sector to step in to save the
environment through a system of carbon credits and offsets.
 
The solution proposed demonstrates a classic principle of neoliberalism – the
marketisation, privatisation and commoditisation of the environment in
order to profit from it. The irony of turning to capitalism to solve the problems
that capitalism has caused is ignored as the government presents this as a
commonsense solution to climate and environmental breakdown. Due to state
capture and the undue influence of corporate lobbyists who have the ear of
government, a proposal that benefits these corporations carries more weight
than the wishes of the Australian people, even though such solutions have
been shown to be ineffective in achieving the goal of nature restoration. By
creating a new market for capitalism – nature – the frontiers of capitalism are
extended, and capitalism continues to thrive.
 
George points out that the only certain way to reduce carbon emissions is to
stop those emissions at their source. Carbon offsets have frequently been
shown to be little more than accounting tricks: fraudulent, ineffective at
sequestering carbon, and even if successful, deliver outcomes long into the
future when the need is for immediate reduction in carbon emissions to
minimise environmental and climate catastrophe. George describes carbon
offsets as absolute madness – to put faith in ‘the certainty of destruction versus
the possibility of salvation’.
 
The historic origins of capitalism are traced, followed by the rapid rise of
neoliberalism under Thatcher and Reagan in the 1980s, with its principles of
freedom from government regulation, minimal taxation, reining in the power of
the trade unions, emphasis on individualism and the erosion of democracy. He
notes that we all want to be free from oppression, but it is the fossil fuel
corporation oppressive forces which have been liberated, and not the
average citizen. These corporate forces have the true power, and have been
given social licence by the media to pursue their profit-driven goals unchecked.
 
The answer? Participatory democracy. Mobilisation at the grass roots by an
active and informed population. Large numbers of people working together to
create effective campaigns and precipitate systemic change. He maintains
there is no such thing as ‘good’ capitalism, and we need to strive for a world
predicated on an alternative framework of ‘private sufficiency, public luxury’
– enough for everyone’s need and not their greed.
 
To hear a recording of the Australia Institute webinar, click here. To read a
review of George’s book, The Invisible Doctrine: The Secret History of
Neoliberalism, click here.
 
 
The role of reforestation in cooling the Earth
 
The following piece by Andrew Gaines is reprinted from CANAchat from 20
October. It discusses processes that are critical to the Earth’s natural cooling
system, and offers nature-based solutions to the problem of a heating planet.
 
'The folks at Planetary Health Alliance highlighted a Guardian article: Global
water crisis leaves half of world food production at risk in next 25 years. The
prospect is real and horrifying. And the article, which may be a breakthrough in
the mainstream press, calls attention to reforestation to reestablish the water
cycle. 
 
I find this exciting, and I would like to see it lead to an even bigger conversation
about reforestation to cool the Earth.
 
Forests – and reforestation – are even more important than the Guardian article
recognises, because the water cycle of forests, transpiration and rain not only
provides water for humans, is critical to the Earth’s natural cooling system.
 
Current climate modelling does not ask where the heat comes from that
greenhouse gases trap. It comes from deserts and arid land. Bare ground
radiates much more heat than land with vegetation.

 
 
Over the last several millennia we have produced massive desertification. 

The implication is that massive reforestation of desert and arid lands can
restore the Earth’s cooling system through a combination of ‘turning down the
hotplate’, increasing cloud cover, and restoring the water cycle as the article
describes.
 
This short video tells the story. This long lecture by Australian scientist Walter
Jehne goes into the detail.
 
This article explains how the advent of computer modelling led to neglect of the
biological aspects of climate change – they were too messy to model. And
this piece by Bunyard and de Laet crunches the numbers to suggest that we
could cool the Earth within 20 years. 
 
Large reforestation projects are already underway in China and in Senegal; we
know how to do it. For reasons I spell out in A strategic review of climate
communication, despite the uptake in renewable energy it seems unlikely that
fossil fuel emissions will drop in the relatively near-term – and we are in a
climate emergency now.
 
My conclusion: Reforestation is the only game in town for actually cooling
the Earth. Those of us concerned about planetary health, and climate activists,
would do well to both educate the general public and lobby governments to
invest heavily in reforestation, even as the more gradual process of fossil fuel
reduction continues.

Currently neither climate activists nor peace groups have a coherent approach
to reaching the general public. Stable Planet Alliance is set up to fill this gap.

We have a simple strategy whereby groups can align around the overarching
goal of creating a compassionate ecologically sustainable world.'
 
For more information on Stable Planet Alliance, go to Aligning to Co-Create a
New Kind of Social Change Movement, or contact Andrew Gaines at
andrew@StablePlanetAlliance.com.
 

New York officials call for big oil to be prosecuted for
fuelling climate disasters

 Photograph: Tannen Maury/EPA-EFE

'New York state prosecutors could press criminal charges against big oil
for its role in fuelling hurricanes and other climate disasters, lawyers wrote
in a new prosecution memorandum that has been endorsed by elected officials
across the state.

These disasters are fuelled by the climate crisis, which is primarily caused
by the burning of fossil fuels. And a growing body of evidence shows that big oil
knew about the climate dangers of its products but promoted them to the public
anyway, the authors write.

“It is clear that the actions of big oil, major fossil fuel companies and their
executives have endangered generations of Americans,” said González in a
statement. “Big oil must be held accountable for their actions, and justice must
be won for those who’ve suffered the devastating impacts of climate-related
disasters.”

New York case law demonstrates that conduct like big oil’s can constitute
reckless endangerment, the authors argue. They wrote that just a small
number of oil and gas companies, controlled by just a few executives,
have generated a substantial portion of all planet-heating pollution, while
deceiving ordinary people about the dangers of their products in marketing,
lobbying and other public-facing communications.

Internal documents show that fossil fuel companies have long understood “with
shocking accuracy” that their products would cause major damage, the report
says. In 1959, the physicist Edward Teller told oil industry leaders that the
projected temperature rise associated with the sector’s planned emissions
would be devastating for the state.

“It has been calculated that a temperature rise corresponding to a 10%
increase in carbon dioxide will be sufficient to melt the ice caps and submerge
New York,” he said at a symposium organized by the American Petroleum
Institute, the country’s top fossil fuel lobby group.

Forty cities and states have filed civil lawsuits against oil majors in recent
years for their emissions and promotion of climate doubt. Public Citizen last
year also proposed filing criminal charges – most notably, homicide – against
the companies.'
 
Reprinted from The Guardian, 17 October 2024

Tips for biodiversity enhancement in Nillumbik

Photo: Powerful owl chick in tree hollow. Ákos Lumnitzer. https://www.wilderness.org.au/news-events/why-

is-it-vital-that-we-preserve-hollow-bearing-trees

With biodiversity continuing to decline at alarming rates, and Australia predicted
to face one of its hottest summers on record, there is an urgent need to
address the issues of biodiversity enhancement, wildlife habitat
connectivity and tree canopy cover in the shire. 

The Nillumbik Biodiversity Strategy 2024 was recently approved by Council.
This strategy includes  goals and targets that aim to achieve a net gain in
overall extent, connectivity and condition of habitat by 2034, and strive for the
figure of 70% of Nillumbik residents caring for nature by 2034.

Sarah Hunter, a landscape architect and resident of the Green Wedge,
is proposing changes to the Council's current practices which will make it easier
to reach these goals and targets. These implementation proposals comprise
three parts:
1. Nature Strip Gardening Guidelines
2. Rural Greening Project
3. Roadside maintenance program integrating biodiversity

The first proposal aims to amend the rules around nature strip
planting by shifting from the current policy of permits to guidelines. She cites
precedents for this in other municipalities.

The advantages of nature strip gardening guidelines include the following:

Increases in the tree canopy, habitat complexity and connectivity in
urban areas
Improvements in the permeability of soils, preventing flooding
Reduction in the urban heat island effect 
Contribution to streetscape and roadside attractiveness 
Opportunities to meet community and build connection
Supporting mental and physical health through activity

The Rural Greening Project would address the decline in roadside vegetation,
and could be offered by council as a 2 year pilot program. It would include the
following benefits:

Re-establishment of wildlife corridors
Increased habitat provision and species diversity
Shading and leaf transpiration to mitigate extreme weather conditions
Bushfire risk mitigation through fire-wise plant selection and
positioning.

The roadside maintenance program integrating biodiversity helps to
address issues with current council maintenance practices that often ignore
habitat needs. Essential habitat components such as dead trees, logs and
tree stumps are often inadvertently 'cleaned up'. 

Sarah advocates for council roadside maintenance programs to include the
following guidelines: 

Retain standing dead trees to provide nesting hollows for birds
No grubbing out stumps - these provide essential habitat for fungi,
microbiota & feeding habitat for larger fauna
Maintain complexity including logs, rocks & loose materials where
appropriate. Do not cut fallen tree parts for firewood.
Replace deceased trees. All deceased native trees to have a
replacement living tree placed alongside (leave deceased tree standing).

Sarah's full presentation, Nillumbik Biodiversity Strategy Implementation,
can be found here.

2024 State of the Climate Report: Perilous times on Planet
Earth

'We are on the brink of an irreversible climate disaster. This is a global
emergency beyond any doubt. Much of the very fabric of life on Earth is
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imperiled. We are stepping into a critical and unpredictable new phase of the
climate crisis. For many years, scientists, including a group of more than
15,000, have sounded the alarm about the impending dangers of climate
change driven by increasing greenhouse gas emissions and ecosystem
change. For half a century, global warming has been correctly predicted even
before it was observed—and not only by independent academic scientists but
also by fossil fuel companies. Despite these warnings, we are still moving in
the wrong direction; fossil fuel emissions have increased to an all-time high,
the 3 hottest days ever occurred in July of 2024, and current policies have us
on track for approximately 2.7 degrees Celsius (°C) peak warming by 2100.
Tragically, we are failing to avoid serious impacts, and we can now only hope to
limit the extent of the damage. We are witnessing the grim reality of the
forecasts as climate impacts escalate, bringing forth scenes of unprecedented
disasters around the world and human and nonhuman suffering. We find
ourselves amid an abrupt climate upheaval, a dire situation never before
encountered in the annals of human existence. We have now brought the
planet into climatic conditions never witnessed by us or our prehistoric relatives
within our genus, Homo.'

Edited extract reprinted from BioScience: American Institute of Biological
Sciences. 

Carbon Tunnel Vision: Missing the Big Picture

Image: Found on X, courtesy of DR William J Ripple, by Go Green.

Quote of the Month
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The Portable Induction Cooktops to Avoid Buying

They're a cheaper way to trial induction cooking, but these cooktops are scored
so poorly they could put you off induction altogether. Check out what not to buy
at Choice. 

 
Upcoming Council Events

Heat pump hot water systems - REthink Nillumbik (online)

Join us for a brief but informative session on heat pump hot water systems.
Discover how heat pumps work, the environmental benefits they offer, and the
significant financial savings they can provide.
Learn about: 

How heat pumps work
Available financial rebates
Avoiding common problems
plus more! 

When: Wednesday 20 November, 12.30 - 1.30pm, online
Register here

Better rental properties with lower energy bills
The Victorian Government has proposed new minimum energy efficiency
standards for rental properties. At these sessions an energy expert
from Renew will explain the new standards planned for ceiling insulation,
draught proofing, cooling, heating, hot water systems, heating and shower
roses.

For landlords and rental property managers:
Do you own or manage a rental property? Come hear how to make your
property energy efficient and compliant with the proposed new standards. 

Online via Zoom, Wednesday 20 November, 6.30pm – 8pm
Register here: Webinar Registration - Zoom

For tenants:
Are you a tenant, and is your rental home freezing in winter and baking hot in
summer? Find out what your landlord would need to provide for an energy-
efficient, comfortable home to comply with the proposed new standards. You’ll
also hear other low-cost ways to save energy at home and improve your
thermal comfort.

Online via Zoom, Wednesday 27 November, 6.30pm – 8pm
Register here: Webinar Registration - Zoom
 

Increase your energy know-how – tips to save money and
improve summer comfort

Find out if solar is a good fit for you!
Unsure if your roof can fit solar, or want to know how much it might save you?
SunSpot is a free interactive calculator designed by the University of NSW for
the Australian PV Institute. You can map your roof, including shade and upload
your meter data for improved predictions. Solar may still be an option if your
roof is partially shaded. ‘Micro-inverters’ or ‘optimisers’ improve solar
performance if your roof is shaded at some times of the day.

Try the solar and battery calculator: www.sunspot.org.au
Obtain your detailed meter data: myhomeenergy.com.au

Solar companies tend to get busy over summer so now is a great time to
upgrade. 

Council helps Nillumbik residents and businesses to improve their energy and
water efficiency by providing free independent advice on living and working
more sustainably.
 
For drop-in session dates, or to make a booking,
visit www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/Energy-advice, contact the sustainability team on
03 9433 3111, sustainability@nillumbik.vic.gov.au 

Nillumbik Climate Action Team

We acknowledge the Wurundjeri people as the traditional owners of Nillumbik and its environs, and that
this land was never ceded. We thank them for their custodianship of the land over millennia.

We acknowledge that we are in a climate emergency; there can be no climate justice without First Nations
justice.

We support First Nations peoples in their striving for complete recognition, truth-telling, treaty and justice,
and we are sorry for the hurt and injustice we have caused.

The opinions expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the views of NCAT. 
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