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Nillumbik Climate Action Team
Nillumbik Climate Action Team welcomes all our newsletter readers to a new year
of climate action in 2024, almost midway through this crucial decade in
which transformative changes are needed to halt the worst impacts of climate
catastrophe. Already, the global temperature rise is perilously close to 1.5 degrees,
and we are certainly seeing the effects in many parts of the country. 

So, no time to lose. We have a busy year ahead with a range of climate events
planned, starting with our first Climate Cafe at the end of February, followed closely
by a stimulating series of presentations for our Nillumbik Climate Month in March.
More details about these later in the newsletter.

Meanwhile, on the global front...

The Atlas Network
Have you ever wondered why it is so difficult to get politicians, even left-leaning
progressive politicians, to put climate action front and centre of their priorities, when
the science is screaming out the need to do so? It is well-known that the corporate
fossil fuel lobby is extremely influential in getting the ear of politicians, via well-
oiled funding channels, which has resulted in policy decisions that have at best paid
lip-service to climate and environment interests, and at worst actively sabotaged
them. But is there more to it than that?

A seminar held on 8 December entitled 'The Atlas Network: Big Oil, Climate
Disinformation and Constitutional Democracy' delved into the activities of
a shadowy organisation, the Atlas Network, that for many decades has influenced
global political decision-making via right-wing 'think-tanks', now totalling in their
hundreds world-wide. Examples of these include The Institute for Economic Affairs in
Britain, and the Institute of Public Affairs in Australia. These neo-liberal think-tanks
have been the means by which financial elites and global corporations have
continuously influenced public opinion, swung elections, and shaped law, legislation
and government policy - all without appearing to engage in political activity at all.
They, and the Atlas Network behind them, have been responsible for spreading
climate disinformation through tactics of sowing confusion or attacking the
legitimacy of scientific research. They have engaged in the subversion
of democracy via state capture, as well as lent their support to anti-democracy
movements worldwide, including Brexit, Trump's rise to power,
Brazil's Bolsonaro, and the No campaign for the Voice referendum.

While outright climate denialism is less acceptable these days, climate
disinformation can be spread by more subtle means such as casting doubt on the
credibility of climate science, or appearing to align with environmental interests,
as in the current Coalition campaign to discredit offshore wind turbines because they
will purportedly cause harm to whales.

So how do we fight back? It can be difficult to counter disinformation with truth -
these organisations can quickly tell more lies. A better strategy is to call out the
source of the disinformation as part of a concerted campaign by the fossil fuel
vested interests to delay and obstruct climate action.

To watch the video recording of the 'The Atlas Network: Big Oil, Climate
Disinformation and Constitutional Democracy' go to this link, and click on the
'Videos' button.

The following resources related to this topic may also be of interest:
New Republic Article: Meet the Shadowy Global Network Vilifying Climate Protestors
How Atlas tentacle CIS blew up the Voice referendum: Silencing the Voice – The
fossil-fuelled Atlas Network’s campaign against constitutional recognition of
Indigenous Australia
Article: Freedom to Burn: Mining Propaganda, Fossil Capital and the Australian
Neoliberals
Article: Democracy for Sale

Draft Nillumbik Biodiversity Strategy

The draft Nillumbik Biodiversity Strategy has now become available for public
consultation and feedback. This is a critical strategy that will shape the future of
Nillumbik's environment for years to come. The consultation period will stay open
until Sunday 3 March. Nillumbio is currently preparing some notes to help you with
your feedback. Look out for these in a future newsletter within the next couple of
weeks.

Visit Participate Nillumbik on the Council's website for more information on the
consultation process.
 
Protest Action Outside Kate Thwaites’ Office

In mid-December, in an action jointly organised by NCAT and Extinction Rebellion
Nillumbik as part of Move Beyond Coal's week of action, a dedicated group of
climate activists met for a rally outside Jaga Jaga MP Kate Thwaites’ office in
Heidelberg to push for an end to new coal and gas projects.
 
Below is a copy of the speech delivered by NCAT’s tireless climate campaigner,
Mitzi Tuke, to those attending the rally. It sets out clearly the issues at stake, and the
need for urgent action by the government.
 
Thank you for coming today to this action calling our MP, Kate Thwaites, to back no
new coal and gas. Everyone is affected by climate change and it’s everyone’s
problem.
 
I acknowledge that this protest action takes place on Wurundjeri Country of the Kulin
Nation, the nation that has been desecrated by the exploitation and extraction of
fossil fuels. First Nations peoples, who have overseen careful custodianship over
these lands for millennia, are courageously fighting for this plundering to stop. This
land was stolen from them, it was never ceded, and we today and into the future
stand together with them for restoration of climate, sea, land, waterways and
community.
 
Labor’s climate policy can be summed up as “accept the science, pledge to achieve
“net zero” emissions, but back a fossil fuel expansion that could turbo charge global
emissions”. Kate’s thought bubble ponders: “New Coal and Gas…. hmmm Not my
problem”
 
The calls for no new coal and gas are deafening, but the Labor government is not
heeding them. Listen to the Climate Change Authority, which says the government
needs to accelerate cuts from coal and and gas. The International Energy Agency
says there should be no new fossil fuel projects ANYWHERE. 
 
However Labor has approved 4 new coal projects and mine extensions since May
22, with many more possibilities and is keen as mustard for huge gas expansion.
Woodside’s Scarborough project, Santos’ Barossa, the Beetaloo Basin. The recently
expanded water trigger in the nations environment laws could act to either stop or
heavily reduce fracking in Beetaloo, and we need to make sure that Tanya Plibersek
implements this water trigger to its fullest extent to protect water from fracking
contamination. It is known that Darwin Middle Arm will serve predominantly as an
export hub for gas and that $1.5 billion of public money will be channelled into gas
infrastructure. We have TGS wanting to conduct seismic blasting in the Otway Basin
for yet more gas. 
 
All of this as we face floods, heatwaves, fires and marine heatwaves with ever
increasing frequency and severity. 1.5 degrees of global heating draws alarmingly
close. In September global average temperature reached 1.8 degrees and on
November 17, global average temperature tipped a 2 degree increase on 1950-80
levels. 
 
Into this inferno, Australia is happy to pour more coal and gas. Labor, this is wrong
and puts our world and future generations at extreme risk. Resist the lobbying, the
state capture and the easy short term solutions. We need clear leadership before it
is too late.
 
We, the community, need to turn the heat up on the Labor government for no new
coal and gas. The government needs to accelerate a steep and rapid fall in
emissions, leave fossil fuels in the ground and find a means to restore the climate.
To spell it out, this means no more exploration, mining, production and exporting of
fossil fuels
 
This year’s federal budget includes $50 billion in fossil fuel subsidies over 4 years.
We must stop subsidising fossil fuels and put this money elsewhere. What about the
Loss and Damage Fund to assist nations that need to be helped out of the climate
crisis not of their own making?
 
This year’s COP has accomplished nothing. It was held in a petro state, and led by
the executive of the state’s national oil company. There were 1000’s of fossil fuel
lobbyists. I did not see the Australian government pledging better targets, advocating
against fossil fuels or being concerned that we are headed for a 2.5 degree global
temperature rise by the end of this century. Such a world is terrifying to contemplate.
We are not doing enough by a long margin and we need to start by saying no to
fossil fuel projects and no to the fossil fuel money in politics.

Shining a light on political lobbying

The Australian Democracy Network is drawing our attention to a concerning issue
with our democracy. When it comes to influencing decision-makers, dirty industries
like fossil fuels, gambling and weapons get their access through the lucrative
professional lobbying sector.
 
While lobbying is an important part of a functioning democracy, the current lack of
regulation and transparency leads to a real risk of corruption and disproportionate
influence.
 
A Senate committee is currently running an inquiry into access to Australian
Parliament House by lobbyists. Parliamentary committees are a useful democratic
process that allows us – the public – to have our say on the issues we care about.

To make the most of this opportunity, the Australian Democracy
Network has developed resources to help community members craft their own
submissions. They need as many people as possible to make personal submissions
to the inquiry to show public support for lobbying transparency and
accountability.

Some of the issues with the current system include:

Requirements for the government’s public Register of Lobbyists are so lax
that the register tells us very little. In fact, only 20% of all lobbyists have to
register and they don’t even have to record who they meet with.

A revolving door of staff that move between government and professional
lobbying positions raises serious risks of undue influence. A 2018 analysis
run by the Guardian found that more than half of federal lobbyists in Australia
have previously worked for government or major political parties.

By making a submission we can draw attention to these issues and make the case
for common-sense reforms like improving transparency and coverage of the
Register, and extending the waiting time required before politicians can take jobs as
lobbyists.

The Senate committee is accepting submissions to the lobbying inquiry until
February 9.  The Network has set up a process that allows you to read the guide,
write, and send your submission, all from one webpage. They have also put
together a simple lobbying explainer in case you need more background
information. 

To hear more about this issue, listen to a recording of the recent webinar, Shining a
light on political lobbying, which features special guest Dr Monique Ryan. Dr
Ryan tabled her own lobbying transparency bill last year, and understands how, left
unchecked, lobbying can create an uneven playing field in our political system.

Climate Cafe starting up again soon!

Our ever-popular Climate Cafe will be kicking off again this year, with our first
session for the year on 29 February. The topic of What’s with the Food? –
 Climate Change and Species Extinction, will be presented by Vasundhara
Kandpal from Green Karma. Find out why the United Nations Environment Program
ranks the food system as the number one system (ahead of the energy and waste
systems) that requires massive transformation. Why changing the food system is
easier than changing the energy system. What is at stake and what are the
solutions? This talk will take you through some of these most pressing, but least
discussed, issues.

So please join us for a stimulating night of discussion, food, drink, and connection!
As usual, you are welcome to join us from 6pm for dinner, or just come for the talk at
7.30pm.

The program for the first six months of the year is as follows: 
February 29             What's with the food? - Climate Change and Species 
                                Extinction
                                Vasundhara Kandpal
March 2-3, 16-17     *Nillumbik Climate Month*
                                (there will be no Climate Cafe this month)  
April 25                    Gardens for Wildlife
                                Beth Hamilton
May 30                    Clean Energy – Electrical Home Appliances
                                Clean Energy Nillumbik
June 27                   Slow Fashion 
                                Jodie Stephens

Hope to see you there!
                                
Nillumbik Climate Month, March 2024

Bookings are now live for our Nillumbik Climate Month in March. We are very
excited to bring you a great line-up of speakers on a diverse range of climate
issues. Expert speakers present sessions over two weekends (2 - 3 March and 16 -
17 March). Come to one or two, or come to them all! All welcome. FREE tickets, but
please book for catering purposes. Refreshments provided. In-person event
at Edendale Community Farm, Eltham. 

PROGRAM
Session 1: Positive everyday choices - Lucinda Flynn 
Date: Sat 2 March 2024 11am - 12.30-pm
How can the average person make a positive impact on climate change with the
everyday choices they make, and the changes they implement? We'll look at a range
of simple ways you can make a difference - from purchasing and banking decisions
to reducing your use of fossil fuels and moving towards an electrified, zero
emissions-energy home and community.

Session 2: Hope and Courage in the Climate Crisis - John Wiseman
Date: Sat 2 March 2 - 3.30pm.
This presentation will cover topics including social justice, citizen engagement,
sustainability transitions, climate change risks and solutions.

Session 3: Regenerative Farming - Jess Conlan
Date: Sun 3 March 11am - 12.30pm
There is a slight change to our advertised program for this session. With Bev's help,
we have been lucky to engage a speaker who will be able to talk to us about her
direct experience with regenerative farming. Jess Conlan is a sheep farmer who is
putting into practice holistic farming principles on her property in Elmore. Further
information about this session will be available soon (look out for an update in our
next newsletter, and on our website and FB page).

Session 4: Practical Solutions for your food waste - Bev Middleton
Date: Sun 3 March 12.30pm - 1.45pm
Find the method that suits you for dealing with your food waste. This session will be
conducted outside at Edendale Farm, and tailored to participants' individual waste
requirements. It will include information about dealing with food waste as well as
demonstrations of solutions such as  worm towers, worm farms, hot compost, slow
compost, etc.  

Session 5: The Impact of Fire - Mike Clarke
Date: Sun 3 March 2pm - 3:30pm
The impact of fire upon fauna in areas of Victoria, threatened species and
threatening processes.

Session 6: Urban Trees for Heat Mitigation - Greg Moore
Date: Sat 16 March 11am - 12.30pm
The significance of urban tree canopy and its importance in mitigating heat island
effect in cities.

Session 7: Healing land and sea - Jane Morton, Dave Maher and Elly Hanrahan
Date: Sat 16 March 2pm - 3.30pm
Restoring ecosystems on land and sea, and the role that this could play in averting
climate collapse.

Session 8: Health Impacts of heat - Dr Kristen Pearson
Date: Sun 17 March 11am - 12.30pm
Health impacts of heat and other frequent, extreme weather events in a destabilising
climate.

Book now for your tickets.
 

Senior women leading the fight for climate action in Switzerland

Below is an edited extract from an article published in the Guardian on 27
December 2023.

Switzerland’s KlimaSeniorinnen, or senior climate women, are not who most people
think of when they talk about those on the frontlines of the climate crisis. The 2,400
members of the group live in one of the richest countries on Earth. Due to their age –
the youngest is 64 – they will witness just a fraction of the extreme weather that their
generation’s children and grandchildren will see.

But these retirees are among those fighting hardest for a livable future. The women
are suing the Swiss government in Europe’s top court for violating their human rights
with policies that do too little to stop the planet from baking. Their case, which could
send shock waves through courts across the continent, rests on two simple facts.
Heatwaves are getting hotter as people burn fossil fuels. And women, particularly
older ones, are more likely to die when temperatures soar.

Heat, doctors warn, is far more dangerous than people realise. In periods of hot
weather, some victims drop dead when working or living outdoors. Many more die in
retirement homes and hospitals, their frail bodies weak from the weather and unable
to fight off diseases that hurt the heart, lungs and kidneys. Heat killed an extra
70,000 people across Europe last year, according to the latest analysis of mortality
and temperature data, and the death toll this year, the hottest on record, may prove
higher still.

“Based on current evidence from epidemiological studies, older women are
particularly vulnerable to heat,” said Ana Vicedo-Cabrera, who leads the climate and
health team at the Institute of Social and Preventive Medicine at the University of
Berne, and summarised the state of the science for the court. The reasons why are
unclear, she said, but “changes in the cardiovascular system due to menopause or
the fact that older women tend to be more active than men have been proposed as
potential reasons”.

In that sense, the case brought by the KlimaSeniorinnen is a strategic one. First
proposed a decade ago by campaigners from Greenpeace, it tackles an issue that
has held back climate litigation across the world: because the climate crisis hurts
everyone, rather than targeting a particular person or group, courts would be
overwhelmed if they admitted every case brought by individuals against big
polluters.

What the Swiss lawyers needed was a group of people – the narrower the better –
who could argue not just that their right to life was being violated by rising
temperatures, but that they were disproportionately affected. Scientists from across
the world have shown that heat hurts women more than men, and old people more
than young people. Vicedo-Cabrera and her colleagues found that older women in
Switzerland died at the highest rates from heat in summer 2022. They worked out
that 60% of the deaths would have been avoided in a world without the climate
crisis.

To read the full article click here.

The seven stages of climate denial
1. It's not real 
2. It's not us 
3. It's not that bad 
4. Do you want us to live in caves!  
5. It's too expensive to fix 
6. Here's a fake solution 
7. It's too late: why didn't you tell us?  
 
Sourced from BCCAG newsletter

Good Planets are Hard to Find…

...so let’s look after this one!

And one more...

Save the Doreen Six

 
These beautiful river red gums are a significant part of the Doreen landscape, and
provide valuable habitat for a whole range of local wildlife. We have lost so many
other trees – please sign the petition to help preserve these magnificent specimens.
 
Clarification regarding Copperline Article on Degrowth presentation
The November issue of the local community paper, Copperline, carried an article
entitled Nillumbik climate cafe - 'Degrowth' presentation. Although the article was
attributed to Elizabeth Doig and Copperline, the following paragraph was added by
the editor of Copperline without the consent of the co-author: 
‘People engaged in a spirit of enquiry and showed how sensible and realistically
minded people can think together in the room. This was a far cry from the alarmist
rhetoric that polarises. Discussion prevailed over debate.
Missing, however, was any reference to ‘Natural Capitalism’, an enterprise
pioneered by Amory Lovins of the 
Rocky Mountain Institute in Colorado – also with international reach. It endeavours
to unite neo-liberal economics and climate safety through innovation.’
The editor has been approached about this, but has not responded.

Upcoming Events
Nillumbik Repair Cafe

Next date: Saturday, 10 February 2024 | 09:30 AM to 12:30 PM Hurstbridge
https://www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/Explore/Events-and-festivals/Events-
calendar/Nillumbik-Repair-Cafe
 
Energy and sustainable living advice drop-in sessions

Next date: Thursday, 15 February 2024 | 09:30 AM to 01:00 PM Eltham Library
https://www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/Explore/Events-and-festivals/Events-
calendar/Energy-and-sustainable-living-advice-drop-in-sessions-Eltham-Library-
2024

Clothes Swap at Edendale

Next date: Saturday, 24 February 2024 | 11:30 AM to 02:00 PM
https://www.edendale.vic.gov.au/Visit/Events-activities-workshops/Clothes-Swap-at-
Edendale

Online Webinar: Electrify Everything - Installing solar power and batteries

Thursday 22 February, 6.30-8.30pm
https://www.manningham.vic.gov.au/events/electrify-everything-installing-solar-
power-and-batteries-webinar-0

Nillumbik Climate Action Team

We acknowledge the Wurundjeri people as the traditional owners of Nillumbik and its environs, and that this land
was never ceded. We thank them for their custodianship of the land over millennia.

We acknowledge that we are in a climate emergency; there can be no climate justice without First Nations
justice.

We support First Nations peoples in their striving for complete recognition, truth-telling, treaty and justice, and we
are sorry for the hurt and injustice we have caused.

This newsletter is proudly supported by Nillumbik Council.
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